Mayor
John Keis

City of Little Canada
515 Little Canada Road E.
Little Canada, MN 55117

Council Members
Tom Fischer
Michael McGraw
Rick Montour
Christian Torkelson
City Administrator
Chris Heineman
Regular Meeting of the
Little Canada City Council
Monday, October 29, 2018 - 7:30
p.m.
City Center Council Chambers
AGENDA
1. Call To Order - Regular Meeting - 7:30 P.m.
2. Roll Call
3. Approval Of Minutes
A. October 10, 2018 City Council Minutes
Documents:
10-10-2018 COUNCIL MINUTES.PDF
4. Announcements
5. Public Hearings

A. Ordinance 833, Amendment To The PUD Zoning District To Allow A Charter School As
An Allowed Use
Documents:
AFSA 2925 COUNTRY DRIVE - ORD 833 PUD CODE AMENDMENT.PDF
B. Variance For Free-Standing Signage
Documents:
VARIANCE FOR SIGNAGE - ST. JOHNS 380 LITTLE CANADA RD.PDF
C. Amendment To Conditional Use Permit For Outdoor Storage & Conditional Use Permit
For Proof Of Parking
Documents:
CUP AMENDMENT-CUP PROOF OF PARKING - 190 RYAN LANE.PDF
D. Variance For Front Yard Setback & Architectural Review For 1,617 Square Foot
Expansion
Documents:

D. Variance For Front Yard Setback & Architectural Review For 1,617 Square Foot
Expansion
Documents:
VARIANCE - ARCHITECTURAL REVIEW FOR EXPANSION - ALDI 2350 RICE
STREET.PDF
E. Ordinance 832, Amendment To Ch. 903.110 Of The Zoning Code On Signage For R-1,
Single Family Residential And R-2, Medium Density Residential
Documents:
ORD 832 R-1 AND R-2 SIGN CODE AMENDMENT.PDF
6. Consent Agenda
A. Approval Of The Vouchers
B. Call For A Workshop On Wednesday, November 28, 2018 At 6:00 P.m. To Discuss
Amendments To The Personnel Policy
Documents:
CALL FOR A WORKSHOP NOV 28 FOR PERSONNEL POLICY
AMENDMENTS.PDF
C. Call For A Public Hearing On November 28, 2018 At 7:30 P.m. For The Purpose Of
Providing Host Approval For The Issuance Of Charter School Lease Revenue Bonds By
The City Of Vadnais Heights
Documents:
CALL FOR A PUBLIC HEARING NOV 28 - RESOLUTION VH-AFSA HOST
CITY.PDF
D. Authorization To Submit And Execute The 2019 SCORE Grant
Documents:
SCORE GRANT AGREEMENT 2019.PDF
E. Approve Off-Site Gambling Permit For Little Canada Recreation Associate On February
2, 2019 For Ice Fishing Contest
Documents:
OFF-SITE GAMBLING PERMIT FOR LCRA ON 2-2-19.PDF
7. Staff Reports
A. 2019 Improvement Projects
Documents:
2019 IMP PROJECTS - AUTHORIZE INFO MEETING-FEASIBILITY
STUDY.PDF
B. Call For A Public Hearing On November 14, 2018 To Consider Issuance Of Health Care
Revenue Notes For Presbyterian Homes Care Centers, Inc. - Langton Place Project
Documents:

B. Call For A Public Hearing On November 14, 2018 To Consider Issuance Of Health Care
Revenue Notes For Presbyterian Homes Care Centers, Inc. - Langton Place Project
Documents:
PRESBYTERIAN HOMES CONDUIT FINANCING - CALL FOR PH.PDF
C. Development District No. 7:
a. Call for a Public Hearing on November 28, 2018 at 7:30 p.m. on the Modification to
Development District No. 7 and the Establishment of Tax Increment Financing District
No. 7-2
b. Consider Calling a Workshop on November 14, 2018 at 6:00 p.m. to Discuss TIF
District 7-2
Documents:
PROPOSED DEVELOPMENT DISTRICT NO. 7-2.PDF
D. Public Works Apprentice Position Wage Adjustment
Documents:
APPRENTICE WAGE SCALE ADJUSTMENT MEMO.PDF
E. Accept Grant From GameTime For Spooner Park Playground Equipment & Authorize
Payment For Balance Of Equipment Costs
Documents:
SPOONER PARK PLAYGROUND - ACCEPT GRANT-AUTHORIZE PAYMENT
FOR BALANCE OF EQUIPMENT COSTS.PDF
F. Agreement For Ramsey County Law Enforcement Services For 2019-2021
Documents:
LC-RC SHERIFF LAW ENFORCEMENT SERVICES AGREEMENT 2019-2021
FINAL.PDF
8. Economic Development Authority
A. Appoint Christopher Heineman As Assistant Treasurer & Secretary Of The EDA
Documents:
EDA APPOINT CHRIS HEINEMAN AS ASST TREASURER-SEC.PDF
B. Resolution For Authorization To Execute The Sale Of Cell Tower Leases
Documents:
EDA READOPT RESOLUTION GIVING HEINEMAN AUTHORITY RELATING
TO SALE OF CELL TOWER LEASES.PDF
9. Adjourn
This agenda is subject to change by additions and deletions.

This agenda is subject to change by additions and deletions.

MINUTES OF THE REGULAR MEETING
CITY COUNCIL
LITTLE CANADA, MINNESOTA
OCTOBER 10, 2018
Pursuant to due call and notice thereof a regular meeting of the City Council
of Little Canada, Minnesota was convened on the 10th day of October, 2018
in the Council Chambers of the City Center located at 515 Little Canada
Road in said City.
Mayor John Keis called the meeting to order at 7:30 p.m. and the following
members of the City Council were present at roll call:
CITY COUNCIL:

Mayor
Council Member
Council Member
Council Member
Council Member

Mr. John Keis
Mr. Tom Fischer
Mr. Christian Torkelson
Mr. Mike McGraw
Mr. Rick Montour

ALSO PRESENT:

City Administrator
City Clerk
Cable TV Producer

Mr. Chris Heineman
Ms. Heidi Heller
Mr. Kevin Helander

MINUTES Fischer introduced the following resolution and moved its adoption:
RESOLUTION NO. 2018-10-195 – APPROVING THE MINUTES OF
THE SEPTEMBER 26, 2018 WORKSHOP AND THE SEPTEMBER 26,
2018 REGULAR COUNCIL MEETING AS SUBMITTED
The foregoing resolution was duly seconded by Montour.
Ayes (5).
Nays (0). Resolution adopted.

ANNOUNCEMENTS Torkelson announced that the Taste of Northeast fundraiser for the
Northeast Youth and Family Services is tomorrow night, October 11 from
5:30 p.m. to 8:00 p.m. at Vadnais Commons. He stated that tickets will be
available at the door for $40.00.

PRESENTATION –
ROSEVILLE SCHOOL
DISTRICT: UPDATE
ON DISTRICT
FACILITY
IMPROVEMENTS
PLAN

Dr. Aldo Sicoli, Roseville School District Superintendent thanked the
community for passing the referendum last fall for the much needed funds
for building improvements. He stated that Little Canada Elementary School
will be the first building to get work done because they need additional
space.
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Shari Thompson, Director of Business Services with the Roseville School
District, stated that in 2017 residents voted to pass a $144 million bond
referendum and a year later work has begun. She noted that there has been
increased enrollment throughout the district and Little Canada Elementary
School will be the first building to get improvements done. She explained
that Little Canada elementary school will be adding classrooms, a music
room, creating a new Friendship Connection room and renovating special
education areas and the media center and computer lab. She stated that six
years ago this school had 350 students, and now there are almost 600
students, so this building was a high priority due the immediate space needs.
She noted that the front office and entry will be renovated for added security
and safety features. She stated that construction started in September and
will be done by fall 2019.
Ms. Thompson explained that Roseville Area High School will be adding
classrooms to accommodate growth, replacing 14 science rooms in a new
wing, constructing a new facility to move the auto shop to the high school
from the middle school, renovating special education, career and tech areas,
music rooms, media center and existing auditorium. She noted there will be
an additional auditorium, the front entry will be renovated for security and
expanding the office area, along with creating new flexible space for
students and new turf on the fields. She reported that work started in
September and will go through fall 2021, and it will be done in phases in
order to keep the building operational.
Ms. Thompson reviewed other improvements being done to Brimhall
Elementary School, Central Park Elementary School, and Edgerton
Elementary School.
Dr. Sicoli stated that the Legislature was giving grants for safety
improvements at schools, and the Roseville School District received
$156,000 for Brimhall Elementary to redesign the school’s entrance to make
it more secure. He explained that the Fairview Community Center needs
extensive renovations, so they looked at various options, including building
a new facility, which was the least expensive option. He explained that the
building’s footprint will be smaller, but the layout will better meet the needs
for the uses. He stated that the old building will be able to stay in use while
construction is occurring on the new facility.
Ms. Thompson explained that they will hold off on this building
construction until 2020 to wait until other facilities are done in order to
recoup unused funds. She stated that there will be a total of a $9.7 million
investment for Little Canada facilities including a lot of long-term
maintenance that has been deferred for years due to lack of funding.
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Ms. Thompson stated that there is information on the schools district’s
website about the improvement projects.
CONSENT
AGENDA

Montour introduced the following resolution and moved its adoption:
RESOLUTION NO. 2018-10-196 – APPROVING THE CONSENT
AGENDA WHICH CONTAINS THE FOLLOWING:
*APPROVAL OF THE VOUCHERS
*APPOINT ELECTION JUDGES FOR THE NOVEMBER 6, 2018
GENERAL ELECTION
*APPROVE PARTIAL PAYMENT #2 FOR HARDRIVS, INC. FOR 2018
IMPROVEMENT PROJECTS
The foregoing resolution was duly seconded by Fischer.
Ayes (5).
Nays (0). Resolution declared adopted.

REVIEW 2018
COMMUNITY
SURVEY RESULTS

The City Administrator reported that the community survey was conducted
in August by The Morris Leatherman Company.
Peter Leatherman, The Morris Leatherman Company, stated that there were
a lot of very positive results from this survey, and Little Canada has the
benefit of being able to go back and compare to past years results. He
explained that they surveyed 400 randomly selected residents across the
city, and the average interview time was 24 minutes, but seven percent of
the residents who participated talked for over an hour. He feels very good
about the samples
Mr. Leatherman reviewed the questions and compared many of the results
with the 2011 survey that his company did for Little Canada. He reported
that many people talked about life cycle housing needs, thinking about their
kids finding housing in the community and then downsizing when they are
ready. He stated that the City’s service ratings is the highest he has seen for
any city in the last 3 years. The city street maintenance had the highest
negative rating, but that is typical in every city. He stated that overall the
residents feel very good about the community and are willing to invest to
continue to make this a good place.

2018-2020 RAMSEY
COUNTY GIS USER
GROUP JOINT
POWERS
AGREEMENT

The City Administrator reported that the Ramsey County Geographic
Information Systems Users Group has submitted a Joint Powers Agreement
to renew the City of Little Canada’s participation for 2018-2020. He
explained that the annual fee has not yet been established, but are unlikely to
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change significantly from the previous $984.14 annual cost. He noted that
City Staff and the City Engineer utilize this information daily and it is a
valuable and essential service.
Montour introduced the following resolution and moved its adoption:
RESOLUTION NO. 2018-10-197 – APPROVING THE 2018-2020
RAMSEY COUNTY GIS USERS GROUP JOINT POWERS
AGREEMENT
The foregoing resolution was duly seconded by McGraw.
Ayes (5).
Nays (0). Resolution adopted.

DECLARE COSTS,
ORDER THE
ASSESSMENT ROLE
& CALL FOR
ASSESSMENT
HEARINGS FOR 2018
IMPORVEMENT
PROJECTS

The City Clerk stated that the street projects are almost complete and staff is
recommending that the Council declare costs, order the assessment roles and
call for the assessment hearings. She noted that the three project area
assessment hearings will be held on Monday, October 29, 2018 starting at
6:00 p.m.
Keis introduced the following resolution and moved its adoption:
RESOLUTION 2018-10-198 – APPROVING RESOLUTIONS
DECLARING COSTS TO BE ASSESSED AND ORDERING THE
PREPARATION OF PROPOSED ASSESSMENTS FOR
IMPROVEMENT NO. 2018-01, IMPROVEMENT NO. 2018-02 AND
IMPROVEMENT NO. 2018-03
The foregoing resolution was duly seconded by Fischer.
Aye (5).
Nays (0). Resolution declared adopted.

Keis introduced the following resolution and moved its adoption:
RESOLUTION 2018-10-199 – APPROVING A RESOLUTION FOR A
HEARING ON PROPOSED ASSESSMENTS FOR JACKSON STREET,
OLD COUNTY ROAD C, AND LAKE SHORE AVENUE,
IMPROVEMENT NO. 2018-01 ON OCTOBER 29, 2018 AT 6:00PM.
The foregoing resolution was duly seconded by Montour.
Aye (5).
Nays (0). Resolution declared adopted.
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Keis introduced the following resolution and moved its adoption:
RESOLUTION 2018-10-200 – APPROVING A RESOLUTION FOR A
HEARING ON PROPOSED ASSESSMENTS FOR PARK VIEW COURT,
IMPROVEMENT NO. 2018-02 ON OCTOBER 29, 2018 AT 6:30PM
The foregoing resolution was duly seconded by McGraw.
Aye (5).
Nays (0). Resolution declared adopted.

Keis introduced the following resolution and moved its adoption:
RESOLUTION 2018-10-201 – APPROVING A RESOLUTION FOR A
HEARING ON A PROPOSED ASSESSMENT FOR CONDIT STREET
AND BURKE LANE, IMPROVEMENT NO. 2018-03 ON OCTOBER 29,
2018 AT 7:00PM.
The foregoing resolution was duly seconded by Torkelson.
Aye (5).
Nays (0). Resolution declared adopted.

ORDINANCE 831,
AMENDING CITY
CODE CHAPTER 204
TO INCREASE
ELECTED OFFICIALS
SALARIES

The City Clerk reported that at the last meeting, the Council discussed
increasing the elected official salaries and opted to move forward with an
annual increase of $200 for the Mayor and $150 for Council Members. She
stated that Ordinance 831 has been drafted amending City Code Chapter
204.010 Salaries to reflect the increases, and noted that the Council must
adopt any salary changes before the November 6 General Election.
Montour introduced the following resolution and moved its adoption:
RESOLUTION NO. 2018-10-202 –ADOPTING ORDINANCE 831,
AMENDING CITY CODE CHAPTER 204 TO INCREASE ELECTED
OFFICIALS SALARIES BY $200 PER YEAR FOR THE MAYOR AND
$150 PER YEAR FOR COUNCIL MEMBERS
The foregoing resolution was duly seconded by McGraw.
Ayes (5).
Nays (0). Resolution adopted.

APPROVE FINAL
PAYMENT TO THE
MORRIS
LEATHERMAN
COMPANY FOR 2018
COMMUNITY
SURVEY

The City Clerk explained that the community survey is now complete and
the final payment is due. She stated that Staff recommends the Council
approve the final payment of $10,000 for the community survey.
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McGraw introduced the following resolution and moved its adoption:
RESOLUTION NO. 2018-10-203 –APPROVE FINAL PAYMENT OF
$10,000 TO THE MORRIS LEATHERMAN COMPANY FOR THE 2018
COMMUNITY SURVEY
The foregoing resolution was duly seconded by Torkelson.
Ayes (5).
Nays (0). Resolution adopted.

2018 ELECTIONS
UPDATE

ADJOURN

The City Clerk stated that absentee voting for the November 6 General
Election opened on September 21. She explained that Little Canada
residents can absentee vote by putting their ballot in an envelope at City
Hall through November 5, but Early Voting will not be available at City
Hall. She explained that Early Voting is when the voter puts their ballot into
the scanner, and it will be run by Ramsey County. She stated there will be a
location in Little Canada at 5 South Owasso Boulevard. She stated that
Early Voting is only available from October 30 through November 5.

There being no further business, the meeting was adjourned at 9:00 p.m.

____________________________
John T. Keis, Mayor

Attest: __________________________________
Christopher Heineman, City Administrator
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CITY OF LITTLE CANADA
NOTICE OF PUBLIC HEARING
AMENDMENT TO PUD ZONING DISTRICT TO ALLOW
A CHARTER SCHOOL AS AN ALLOWED USE

PROPOSAL:
A request for approval of an Amendment to the PUD Zoning District to allow a charter school as
an allowed use. The applicant is the Academy for Sciences and Agriculture. The property in
question is located at 2925 Country Drive and is zoned PUD, Planned Unit Development.
APPLICANT
AFSA Building Company
100Vadnais Boulevard
Vadnais Heights, MN 55127

PROPERTY OWNER
RAB, LLC
P.O. Box 27
Willernie, MN 55090

PROPERTY LOCATION:
2925 Country Drive, Little Canada, MN 55117
PLANNING COMMISSION:
The Little Canada Planning Commission will be reviewing this matter at its regular meeting
scheduled for Thursday, October 11, 2018. The meeting begins at 7:30pm and will be held in the
Council Chambers of the City Center located at 515 Little Canada Road in said City.
CITY COUNCIL:
Notice is hereby given that a Public Hearing will be held by the City Council to review this request
at their regular meeting to be held on Monday, October 29, 2018 at 7:30pm, or as soon thereafter
as parties may be heard, in the Council Chambers of the City Center located at 515 Little Canada
Road in said City.
All persons with reference to this matter will be heard during the Planning Commission meeting on
Thursday, October 11, 2018 and the City Council meeting on Monday, October 29, 2018.
For any questions, please contact Jessica Jagoe, Associate Planner at 651-766-4046 or
jessica.jagoe@littlecanadamn.org

STAFF REPORT
TO:

Mayor Keis and Members of City Council

FROM:

Jessica Jagoe, Associate Planner

DATE:

October 26, 2018

RE:

2925 Country Drive – PUD Ordinance 833

Following the Planning Commission meeting on October 11th a few modifications to the site plan
previously discussed for AFSA were made as the result of comments by the Fire Marshal, Fire Chief,
and neighboring property owners. The changes include moving the north playground fence south in
order to accommodate daytime parking of buses with sufficient spacing to maintain the fire access
drive aisle, the addition of gates the north playground fence to allow emergency vehicle access, closing
off the existing drive aisle between this property and 2935 Country Drive to the north, and removal of
the fence on the north property line. The revised site plan included in the agenda packet which reflects
the new location for buses daytime parking and van overnight parking has been approved by the
Planning staff, City Engineer, Fire Chief and Fire Marshal.
The original site plan did not include fencing on the north side, but the City Council included this
condition as a measure for protecting the vehicles to the north from any balls that may go outside the
play area. Based on Council direction, AFSA had agreed to install. The representative who spoke on
behalf of the property owner at the Planning Commission meeting was not in favor of the fence due to
loss of green space for snow storage and visual impacts to their property. Based on the meeting
discussion, the Planning Commission included in their motion for Ordinance 833 that consideration be
given to remove this condition. Since this condition was part of the resolution for approval of the PUD
Amendment, city staff has prepared language below for amending Resolution 2018-9-178.
City staff also reviewed the shared access between the two sites. The City Engineer confirmed that
there are no stormwater management concerns and it appears this was a design preference when the
two sites were originally developed under the same ownership. It created an opportunity for shared
parking between sites. The concern at this point is that these properties are no longer under one owner
and that traffic from the school may use this drive during the peak times. The school was agreeable to
closing. The same above parties have also reviewed and are recommending approval of this site plan
modification.
In addition, the Planning Commission discussed the height of the fence on the west property line. The
City Council resolution included the requirement to install, but without a specification on height. Two
of the residential property owners along Condit Street have requested that the school be required to
install an eight foot high fence to reduce impacts of noise and lights from the traffic on 2925 Country
Drive. City staff was contacted this week from a neighbor on Yorkton Ridge who did not want the
fence installed at all due to concerns over the health of the trees that currently provide screening. It
should be noted that AFSA was agreeable to installing the fence, but has requested it be approved at a
height of six feet.

City code 903.020.F.8 says –
8.

Business and Industrial District Fences. Fences in all Business and Industrial Districts
shall not exceed eight (8) feet in height except that:
a.

Boundary Line fences abutting "R" Districts shall conform to those regulations
applicable to the "R" District.

The maximum height allowed in the Residential Districts is 6 ½ feet in the rear yard. If 2925 Country
Drive was zoned Business or Industrial, the City would limit the fence height to 6 ½ feet with the
abutting R-1 District to the west. With the PUD District zoning, the City Council has the flexibility to
require the fence height be installed at the maximum allowed by the commercial standards.
The Planning Commission recommended approval of Ordinance 833 to establish Planned Unit
Development District G which would allow for a charter school at 2925 Country Drive and
recommended closing the access between the parking lots at 2925 and 2935 Country Drive, and
eliminating the north side fence.
Lastly, the City Administrator has been in discussion with AFSA representatives on the preparation of
the Development Agreement. A condition of the PUD Amendment and Ordinance is execution of a
Development Agreement, which also includes language requiring execution of a Payment in Lieu of
Taxes (PILOT) Agreement. A copy of the draft PILOT Agreement is attached for your review.
Please be aware that the public hearing discussion is for Ordinance 833 (which includes a “subject to”
execution of the Development Agreement). The language and terms for the Development Agreement
and PILOT Agreement are not part of the Public Hearing and will be reviewed at a later date.
Recommendation
Based on the public comments received, city staff is recommending a fence height of six and half feet
on the west property line. The fence height provision for commercial districts is to be cognizant of the
adjacent residential land uses and keeping in character with the area.
Subject to further clarification on the fence location and height, city staff is recommending the
following motions:
•

An amendment to Resolution 2018-9-178 to strike the condition requiring installation of a
fence on the north property line.

•

An amendment to Resolution 2018-9-178 to require a fence height of 6 1/2 feet on the west
property line.

•

Approval of Ordinance 833 to establish Special PUD District G which allows for a charter
school at 2925 Country Drive.
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CITY OF LITTLE CANADA
RAMSEY COUNTY
STATE OF MINNESOTA
ORDINANCE NO. 833
AN ORDINANCE AMENDING CHAPTER 915 OF THE LITTLE CANADA CITY
CODE, KNOWN AS THE ZONING ORDINANCE, BY PROVIDING FOR
AMENDMENTS TO ESTABLISH PUD ZONING DISTRICT “G”.

SECTION 1. The City Council of the City of Little Canada hereby amends Section 915, known
as PUD Zoning District, to add Section 915.100, PUD Zoning District “G”, by adding the
underlined material and deleting the stricken material as follows:
915.100.
PUD ZONING DISTRICT “G”. The purpose of the PUD “G” District is to
provide for a charter school as well as to permit office and office-warehouse uses at 2925
Country Drive, Parcel ID Number 062922140054.
A.

Permitted Uses. The following shall constitute permitted uses in the PUD “G” District
and shall be allowed by right, subject to compliance with all of the applicable regulations
of the Little Canada zoning ordinance and other applicable ordinances, laws, and
regulations, unless specifically modified by the requirements of this District.
1. Charter School

2. Offices, commercial and professional
3. Office-warehouse as defined by this ordinance
B.

Accessory Uses. The following shall be permitted accessory uses to an established
Principal use within the PUD District:
1. Parking of 1-2 school buses during the designated daytime school hours for the
duration of the school year in the location as shown on the approved site plan. No
overnight parking of school buses shall be permitted.
2. Overnight parking of up to three passenger vans as designated on the approved site
plan.

C.

Site Layout. At the City’s sole discretion if it is determined that the site plan as presented
does not operate in the manner as described and backups or significant traffic impacts on
Country Drive at the access points, the Property Owner will be required to make
modifications to site layout that are considered satisfactory to the City which could result
in improvements on Country Drive. Potential layout options may include the addition of
a turn lane or bypass lane at the cost of the owner.

Ordinance 831
Page 2
D.

A development agreement shall be executed between the owner and the City of Little
Canada, including the approved plans and other agreements governing the development,
use, and ongoing operation of the subject property.

E.

Other Conditions. All requirements of City Council Resolution Number 2018-9-178
shall be applicable at all times and completed in accordance with the deadlines stated.
All other requirements of the Little Canada City Code, including those of the Little
Canada Zoning Ordinance shall apply to the uses and activities of this zoning district,
except as may be modified by the terms of this Section.

F.

Amendments. Proposed amendments as to land use, performance standards, site and
building plans, and other changes from that approved by the Little Canada City Council
at the time of adoption of this Zoning District shall be processed according to the
requirements of Little Canada Zoning Ordinance Section 921.

SECTION 2. This ordinance shall take effect and be in full force from and after its adoption
and publication.
Adopted this 29th day of October, 2018
By:_______________________________
John T. Keis, Mayor
Attest: __________________________________
Christopher Heineman, City Administrator
AYES:
NAYS:

Published: November 6, 2018

STAFF REPORT
TO:

Planning Commission Members

FROM:

Jessica Jagoe, Associate Planner

DATE:

October 5, 2018

RE:

2925 Country Drive – PUD Ordinance

At their September 12th meeting, the City Council made the recommendation to approve the Planned
Unit Development Amendment at 2925 Country Drive to allow for a charter school to be permitted in
the PUD District. This motion included direction for city staff to prepare an ordinance amendment
establishing a special PUD District. The following was the City Council resolution for approval –
RESOLUTION 2018-9-178 - APPROVING A PLANNED UNIT DEVELOPMENT
AMENDMENT AT 2925 COUNTRY DRIVE TO ALLOW FOR A CHARTER SCHOOL TO
BE A PERMITTED USE IN THE PUD DISTRICT, AND DIRECTING CITY STAFF TO
PREPARE AN ORDINANCE WITH A TEXT AMENDMENT TO ESTABLISH A
SPECIAL PUD DISTRICT WITH THE FOLLOWING CONDITIONS:










At the City’s sole discretion if it is determined that the site plan as presented does not
operate in the manner as described and backups or significant traffic impacts on Country
Drive at the access points, the Property Owner will be required to make modifications to
site layout that are considered satisfactory to the City which could result in improvements
on Country Drive. Potential layout options may include the addition of a turn lane or
bypass lane at the cost of the owner.
Allow daytime parking of 1-2 buses
A permanent play area location and permanent fencing be finalized by Fall 2021
Install a fence along the school side of the trees along the west boundary before the start of
the 2019 school year
Install some sort of fence along the north property line to protect the adjacent parking lot by
Fall 2019
The applicant must sign a 60-day rule waiver (completed 9/12/18)
Follow the submitted traffic study recommendations
Hours and days of operation of the school are limited to the State of Minnesota education
requirements

I have included with this report a copy of the most recent site plans submitted by The Academy of
Sciences and Agriculture (AFSA). These site plans are slightly different than the original plans
reviewed by the Planning Commission in September. Modifications that were made are functioning
and traffic pattern of the bus pick-up and drop-off, the play area on the north side of the building, and
addition of a play area on east side of building. One other change to the proposal since the Planning
Commission meeting is how the parent pick-up and drop-off activity will occur. These changes in

policy were made by the school in order to address the concerns over vehicles stacking onto Country
Drive.
Key points to daily traffic flow are:
 Employees will arrive by 7:30 a.m.
 Bus and parent traffic will occur between 7:30 to 8:00 a.m. (school begins at 8:15 a.m.).
 Parents dropping off students between Pre-K through 6th grade will be required to park and
bring their student inside the building. Parents of kids in grades 7th and 8th will be allowed
to drop off the student at the school entrance on the south side of the building.
 ½ of the school buses will arrive about 2:30 for pick-up (school ends 2:45 p.m.). Bus
stacking will occur on the west and north sides of the building.
 Parent pick-up for grades Pre-K through 6th grade will require the parent to park and go
inside to get their student. 7th and 8th graders will be allowed to go outside and find their
parents in the parking lot.
 Most teachers will be done by 3:30 p.m.
Based on these modifications and the traffic study submitted by AFSA, the City Council recommended
approval. Therefore, city staff has prepared a proposed ordinance amendment establishing a special
PUD District G that allows for a charter school at 2925 Country Drive. It should be noted that the
ordinance language you’ll review includes a condition that says “subject to a Development Agreement
and Payment in Lieu of Taxes (PILOT) agreement being executed between the City and Applicant”.
These documents are being prepared by the City Attorney and do not require Planning Commission
review. I will add that AFSA has agreed to these conditions.
Lastly, the most recently reviewed site plans do not include designation of where the daytime parking
of buses or overnight parking of passenger vans will occur. City staff is recommending that AFSA
submitted a revised site plan to reflect this activity.
Subject to compliance with conditions as stated in this report, city staff is recommending
approval of Ordinance 833 to establish Special PUD District G which allows for a charter school
at 2925 Country Drive.

2925 Country Drive

Yorkton Ridge

rive

Country D

Condit Street

Proposed AFSA

Nadeau Road

EXHIBIT B
CALCULATION FORMULA
Estimated Market Value of the Property (land & buildings)
without exemption (Full Value) multiplied by Commercial Property Class Rates yields Tax
Capacity

Tax Capacity multiplied by Little Canada’s City Tax Rate for the year payment is to be
made = City Tax at Full Value (w/o Exemption)
In the event that State of Minnesota Property Tax Laws are modified between the execution of this agreement and its
discontinuance, then best efforts shall be used to calculate impact based upon the correlations between the 2018 and future data.

Sample Calculation
Pay 2018 Estimated Market Value:

$ 2,588,400

Tax Capacity equals 1.50% of first 150,000 of EMV and 2.0% for anything above $150,000
150,000 x 1.5% = 2,250
2,588,400 - 150,000 x 2.0%
Tax Capacity

2,250
48,768
51,018
x

2018 City Tax Rate

PILOT PAYMENT

0.26664
$ 13,603.44

PAYMENT IN LIEU OF TAXES AGREEMENT
BY AND BETWEEN
THE CITY OF LITTLE CANADA
AND
AFSA BUILDING COMPANY

This document drafted by:
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CITY OF LITTLE CANADA
515 Little Canada Road, East
Little Canada, Minnesota 55117

Table of Contents
Page
ARTICLE I
Section 1.1
ARTICLE II
Section 2.1
ARTICLE III

DEFINITIONS ................................................................................................. 2
Definitions............................................................................................ 2
REPRESENTATIONS AND WARRANTIES................................................ 3
Representations, Warranties and Covenants by the Property
Owner ................................................................................................... 3
PILOT PAYMENTS ........................................................................................ 3

Section 3.1

Payments in Lieu of Taxes ................................................................... 3

Section 3.2

Late Payments ...................................................................................... 3

Section 3.3

Acknowledgment by the Property Owner............................................ 3

ARTICLE IV

EVENTS OF DEFAULT ................................................................................. 4

Section 4.1

Events of Default Defined ................................................................... 4

Section 4.2

Remedies on Default ............................................................................ 4

Section 4.3

No Remedy Exclusive.......................................................................... 4

Section 4.4

No Implied Waiver .............................................................................. 4

ARTICLE V

PROHIBITIONS AGAINST ASSIGNMENT AND TRANSFER ................. 5

Section 5.1

No Third Party Beneficiaries ............................................................... 5

Section 5.2

Limitations on Transfer of Premises and Assignment of
Agreement ............................................................................................ 5

ARTICLE VI

ADDITIONAL PROVISIONS ........................................................................ 6

Section 6.1

Conflicts of Interest.............................................................................. 6

Section 6.2

Titles of Articles and Sections ............................................................. 6

Section 6.3

Notices and Demands .......................................................................... 6

Section 6.4

Counterparts ......................................................................................... 6

Section 6.5

Law Governing .................................................................................... 6

Section 6.6

Expiration............................................................................................. 7

EXHIBIT A ……………………………………………………………………………………A-1
EXHIBIT B………………………………………….………………………………………….B-1

4626500v1

PAYMENT IN LIEU OF TAXES AGREEMENT
THIS AGREEMENT, made as of the _____ day of July, 2018, among the City of Little
Canada, Minnesota (the "City"), a municipal corporation organized and existing under the laws
of the State of Minnesota, and AFSA Building Company, a Minnesota Nonprofit Corporation
(the "Property Owner").
WITNESSETH:
WHEREAS, the Property Owner is purchasing the property at 2925 Country Drive from
RAB, LLC (the Development Property) legally described on Exhibit A attached hereto; and
WHEREAS, the Development Property is located in former Tax Increment Financing
District #2-2 which was created based upon the City’s desire to enhance its tax base; and
WHEREAS, the Property Owner’s proposed use of the Development Property would
qualify for tax exempt status for property taxes pursuant to Minnesota Statutes 272.02; and
WHEREAS, the Development Property is zoned Planned Unit Development (PUD) and
the planned use of the property as a “school” is not currently permitted in this zoning district;
and
WHEREAS, as a condition of rezoning, the City is requiring the Property Owner to enter
in to a Payment In Lieu of Taxes (PILOT) agreement to reimburse the City for its loss in
property taxes, including its contribution to the Fiscal Disparities pool, associated with the
Development Property gaining exempt status; and
WHEREAS, the City would not have initially provided assistance to Development
Property if it would have been eligible for tax exempt status given the City’s limited economic
base; and
WHEREAS, Property Owner is entering in to this Payment in Lieu of Taxes payment as
recognition of the financial impact tax exempt status would have on the City’s ability to provide
needed services to the community.
NOW, THEREFORE, in consideration of the premises and the mutual obligations of the
parties hereto, each of them does hereby covenant and agree with the other as follows:
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ARTICLE I
DEFINITIONS
Section 1.1 Definitions. All capitalized terms used and not otherwise defined
herein shall have the following meanings unless a different meaning clearly appears
from the context:
Business Day means any day except a Saturday, Sunday or a legal holiday or a day on
which banking institutions in the City are authorized by law or executive order to close;
City means the City of Little Canada, Minnesota;
County means Ramsey County, Minnesota;
Property Owner means AFSA Building Company, a Minnesota Nonprofit Corporation,
its successors and assigns;
Development Property means the real property legally described in Exhibit A attached to
the Development Agreement;
Event of Default means any of the events described in Section 4.1 hereof;
Legal and Administrative Expenses means the fees and expenses incurred by the City in
connection with the preparation of this Agreement;
Payment Date means May 1 and October 1 of each year commencing on May 1, 2020
and continuing into perpetuity or until the property is no longer tax exempt and provided that if
any such Payment Date should not be a Business Day, the Payment Date shall be the next
succeeding Business Day;
Pilot Agreement means this Payment in Lieu of Taxes Agreement executed by the
Property Owner and the City;
Premises means the real property legally described on Exhibit A attached hereto;
State means the State of Minnesota.
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ARTICLE II
REPRESENTATIONS AND WARRANTIES
Section 2.1 Representations, Warranties and Covenants by the Property
Owner. The Property Owner represents and warrants that:
(a)
The Property Owner is a corporation duly organized and in good standing
under the laws of the State of Minnesota and the Property Owner is authorized to enter
into and perform its obligations under this Agreement.
(b)
The execution and delivery of this Agreement, the consummation of the
transactions contemplated hereby and the fulfillment of or compliance with the terms and
conditions of this Agreement are not prevented or limited by and will not conflict with or
result in a breach of any of the Property Owner's organizational documents or of any
provision or requirement applicable to the Property Owner or of any provision of any
evidence of indebtedness, agreement or instrument of whatever nature to which the
Property Owner is now a party or by which it is bound.
(c)
The Property Owner has received no notice or communication from any
local, state or federal official or body that any activities of the Property Owner respecting
the Premises referenced by this Agreement may be or will be in violation of any law or
regulation.
ARTICLE III
PILOT PAYMENTS
Section 3.1 Payments in Lieu of Taxes. The Property Owner agrees to pay to
the City, on each Payment Date, as a Pilot Payment, the amount calculated as indicated
on Exhibit B attached hereto,
Section 3.2 Payment Dates. The Pilot Payment shall be paid to the City at the
address set forth in Section 6.3 hereof. The payment shall continue in to perpetuity or
until the property is no longer tax exempt and is subject to normal property taxation at
full value for non-exempt commercial property.
Section 3.3 Late Payments. Interest shall accrue on any portion of a Pilot
Payment not paid on when due at the annual rate of ten percent (10.00%).
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ARTICLE IV
EVENTS OF DEFAULT
Section 4.1 Events of Default Defined. The following shall be "Events of
Default" under this Agreement and the term "Event of Default" shall mean whenever it
is used in this Agreement any one or more of the following events:
(a)
Failure by the Property Owner to timely pay any Pilot Payment to the City
on the Payment Date; or
(b)
Failure of the Property Owner to observe or perform any other covenant,
condition, obligation or agreement on their part to be observed or performed under this
Agreement.
Section 4.2 Remedies on Default. Whenever any Event of Default referred to
in Section 4.1 occurs and is continuing, the City, as specified below, may take any one
or more of the following actions after the giving of thirty (30) days' written notice to
the Property Owner citing with specificity the item or items of default and notifying
the Property Owner that they have thirty (30) days within which to cure said Event of
Default. If the Event of Default has not been cured within said thirty (30) days:
(a)
The City may take any action, including legal or administrative action, in
law or equity, which may appear necessary or desirable to enforce performance and
observance of any obligation, agreement, or covenant of the Property Owner under this
Agreement.
Section 4.3 No Remedy Exclusive. No remedy herein conferred upon or
reserved to the City is intended to be exclusive of any other available remedy or
remedies, but each and every such remedy shall be cumulative and shall be in addition
to every other remedy given under this Agreement or now or hereafter existing at law
or in equity or by statute. No delay or omission to exercise any right or power
accruing upon any default shall impair any such right or power or shall be construed to
be a waiver thereof, but any such right and power may be exercised from time to time
and as often as may be deemed expedient.
Section 4.4 No Implied Waiver. In the event any agreement contained in this
Agreement should be breached by any party and thereafter waived by any other party,
such waiver shall be limited to the particular breach so waived and shall not be
deemed to waive any other concurrent, previous or subsequent breach hereunder.
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ARTICLE V
PROHIBITIONS AGAINST ASSIGNMENT AND TRANSFER
Section 5.1 No Third Party Beneficiaries. There shall, as against the City, be
no third party beneficiaries to this Agreement. More specifically, the City enters into
this Agreement, and intends that the Agreement shall be, for the sole and exclusive
benefit of the Property Owner and notwithstanding the fact that any other "persons"
may ultimately participate in or have an interest in the Premises, the City does not
intend that any party other than the Property Owner shall have, as alleged third party
beneficiary or otherwise, any rights or interests hereunder as against the City, and no
such other party shall have standing to complain of the City's exercise of, or alleged
failure to exercise, its rights and obligations, or of the City's performance or alleged
lack thereof, under this Agreement.
Section 5.2 Limitations on Transfer of Premises and Assignment of
Agreement. The Property Owner covenants and agrees that it has not made or created
and will not make or create or suffer to be made or created any total or partial sale,
assignment, conveyance, or lease, or any trust or power, or any transfer in any other
mode or form, of or with respect to this Agreement or the Premises or any part thereof
or any interest therein, or any contract or agreement to do any of the same, without the
prior written approval of the City (which approval the City may not unreasonably
withhold). The obligation to enter into a PILOT Agreement is binding upon all future
tax exempt owners of the property.
The City shall be entitled to require, except as otherwise provided in the Agreement, as
conditions to any such approval that:
(a)
Any proposed transferee shall have the qualifications and financial
responsibility, in the reasonable judgment of the City, necessary and adequate to fulfill
the obligations undertaken in this Agreement by the Property Owner;
(b)
Any proposed transferee, by instrument in writing satisfactory to the City,
shall, for itself and its successors and assigns, and expressly for the benefit of the City,
have expressly assumed all of the obligations of the Property Owner under this
Agreement and agreed to be subject to all the conditions and restrictions to which the
Property Owner is subject unless the Premises will no longer eligible for property tax
exemptions under Minnesota Statutes and will revert to full value for property tax
purposes as a result of the property transfer with the further understanding that the
payments will continue until the year the Premises pays full value real estate taxes ; and
(c)
There shall be submitted to the City for review and prior written approval
all instruments and other legal documents involved in effecting the transfer of any such
interest in this Agreement or the Premises.
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ARTICLE VI
ADDITIONAL PROVISIONS
Section 6.1 Conflicts of Interest. No member of the governing body or other
official of the City shall have any financial interest, direct or indirect, in this
Agreement, the Premises, or any contract, agreement or other transaction contemplated
to occur or be undertaken hereunder or with respect thereto, nor shall any such
member of the governing body or other official participate in any decision relating to
the Agreement which affects his or her personal interests or the interests of any
corporation, partnership or association in which he or she is directly or indirectly
interested. No member, official or employee of the City shall be personally liable to
the City in the event of any default or breach by the Property Owner or successor or on
any obligations under the terms of this Agreement.
Section 6.2 Titles of Articles and Sections. Any titles of the several parts,
articles and sections of the Agreement are inserted for convenience of reference only
and shall be disregarded in construing or interpreting any of its provisions.
Section 6.3 Notices and Demands. Except as otherwise expressly provided in
this Agreement, a notice, demand or other communication under this Agreement by
any party to any other shall be sufficiently given or delivered if it is dispatched by
registered or certified mail, postage prepaid, return receipt requested, or delivered
personally, and
(a)

in the case of the City, addressed to or delivered personally to the City at:
City of Little Canada
515 Little Canada Road, East
Little Canada, MN 55117
Attention: City Administrator

(b)

in the case of the Property Owner, addressed to or delivered personally to:
AFSA High School
100 Vadnais Blvd
Vadnais Heights, MN 55127
Attention: Becky Meyer

or at such other address with respect to any such party as that party may, from time to time,
designate in writing and forward to the other, as provided in this Section.
Section 6.4 Counterparts. This Agreement may be executed in any number of
counterparts, each of which shall constitute one and the same instrument.
Section 6.5 Law Governing. This Agreement will be governed and construed
in accordance with the laws of the State.
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Section 6.6 Expiration. This Agreement shall continue in full force and effect
as long as the Development Property, including any part thereof, is subject to taxexempt status.
Section 6.7
Amendments. No amendment to this Agreement shall be effective until
such time as the terms of the amendment are reduced to writing and said writing is signed by all
parties. That this Agreement represents the entire understanding between the City and Property
Owner and all prior oral or written agreements concerning payments in lieu of taxes whether oral
or written are hereby declared null and void.
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IN WITNESS WHEREOF, the City has caused this Agreement to be duly executed in its
name and on its behalf and its seal to be hereunto duly affixed, and the Property Owner has
caused this Agreement to be duly executed in its name and on its behalf, on or as of the date first
above written.
CITY OF LITTLE CANADA, MINNESOTA

By____________________________
Its Mayor

By____________________________
Its City Administrator
AFSA BUILDING COMPANY
By __________________________________
Its ______________________________

STATE OF MINNESOTA
COUNTY OF RAMSEY

)
) ss.
)

The foregoing instrument was acknowledged before me this _____ day of __________,
2018, by _______________________, the ________________ of _____________________, a
Minnesota Corporation on behalf of said company.

____________________________
Notary Public
STATE OF MINNESOTA
COUNTY OF RAMSEY

)
) ss.
)

The foregoing instrument was acknowledged before me this _____ day of __________,
2018, by _____________________, and _____________________, the Mayor and City
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Administrator of Little Canada respectively, a Minnesota municipal corporation on behalf of said
corporation.

____________________________
Notary Public

This is a signature page to the Payment in Lieu of Taxes Agreement by and between the City of
Little Canada and AFSA Building Company.
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EXHIBIT A
Legal Description of the Premises
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EXHIBIT B
The payment amount due under this Agreement shall be calculated as follows:
1. The estimated market value of the property shall be multiplied by the commercial
property class rates to yield the tax capacity. In determine the estimated market value of
the property all land and building shall be included. In addition, no exemptions of any
nature, including to but not limited to the exemptions for school buildings, shall be
allowed. The estimated market value shall be that determine by the Ramsey County
Assessor on January 2nd of the proceeding calendar year. In the event the Ramsey
County Assessor has not determined the market value of the property, then the City
Assessor shall determine that value and the value determined by the City Assessor shall
control.
2. The tax capacity shall be multiplied by the City’s tax rate effective for that calendar year
in which the payment is to be made.
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MAYOR
John Keis

515 Little Canada Road, Little Canada, MN 55117-1600
(651) 766-4029 / FAX: (651) 766-4048
www.littlecanadamn.org

COUNCIL
Rick Montour
Michael McGraw
Tom Fischer
Christian Torkelson

CITY OF LITTLE CANADA
NOTICE OF PUBLIC HEARING
VARIANCE FOR SIGNAGE
PROPOSAL:
A request for approval of a Variance for two freestanding signs. The applicant is St. John’s
Church of Little Canada. The property in question is located at 380 Little Canada Road East and
zoned P, Public.
APPLICANT & PROPERTY OWNER
St. John’s Church of Little Canada
380 Little Canada Road E.
Little Canada, MN 55117
PROPERTY LOCATION:
380 Little Canada Road E., Little Canada, MN 55117
PLANNING COMMISSION:
The Little Canada Planning Commission will be reviewing this matter at its regular meeting
scheduled for Thursday, October 11, 2018. The meeting begins at 7:30pm and will be held in the
Council Chambers of the City Center located at 515 Little Canada Road in said City.
CITY COUNCIL:
Notice is hereby given that a Public Hearing will be held by the City Council to review this request
at their regular meeting to be held on Monday, October 29, 2018 at 7:30pm, or as soon thereafter
as parties may be heard, in the Council Chambers of the City Center located at 515 Little Canada
Road in said City.
All persons with reference to this matter will be heard during the Planning Commission meeting on
Thursday, October 11, 2018 and the City Council meeting on Monday, October 29, 2018.
For any questions, please contact Jessica Jagoe, Associate Planner at 651-766-4046 or
jessica.jagoe@littlecanadamn.org

STAFF REPORT
TO:

Planning Commission Members

FROM:

Jessica Jagoe, Associate Planner

DATE:

October 5, 2018

RE:

380 Little Canada Road – Signage Variance

St. Johns Church of Little Canada at 380 Little Canada Road East is seeking a variance to allow two
freestanding signs on their property. As the Commission will recall, the sign ordinance was amended
in August to allow properties under the Public District the same amount of signage (i.e. sign area and
number of signs) as allowed in the Commercial Districts. The Public District before the amendment
was not specific to the number of signs that could be installed, but stated that the total sign area could
not exceed 32 square feet. The two freestanding signs exist on the property today and have a
combined 40 square feet of sign area. Prior to the amendment it was determined that the two
freestanding signs are considered to be legal non-conforming signage (since they exceed 32 square feet
of sign area).
About the same time as the amendment was being considered, the Church had begun working with city
staff on a sign permit to allow one of the freestanding signs along Little Canada Road to be upgraded.
The freestanding sign to be upgraded has the manual reader board with stone columns. The upgrade
will include replacing the manual reader board with an electronic message center, plus installation of a
new cabinet on top. The Church will be using the existing stone monument columns since they are
historic to the congregation. By using these historic columns, the Church is limited to how many
square feet of sign area they can increase. However, given the signs are legal non-conforming this
means they can replace the signs “as is”, but cannot increase the non-conforming –
 903.010.B – Any non-conforming structure or use lawfully existing upon the effective date of
this Ordinance shall not be enlarged, but may be continued at the size and in the manner of
operation existing upon such date except as hereinafter specified or subsequently amended
Under the old Public District standards, the non-conforming portion is exceeding 32 square feet of sign
area. Therefore, they could have upgraded either freestanding sign, but the Church would have needed
to stay at or below 40 square feet of sign area (combined between the two signs). The proposed
signage is shown with a slightly smaller message center, but the top cabinet is larger due to visibility
concerns. Overall, the sign area is approximately five (5) square feet larger than it exists today.
Using the new Public District standards, the Church would be allowed to increase the sign area
(Commercial Districts allow 15% of wall area), but this code provision is specific on the number of
signs to be installed. A corner property is allowed one freestanding sign, plus one wall sign per street
frontage. The code amendment has now shifted the legal non-conforming portion to be the number of
freestanding signs (the sign area complies).

Analysis
Therefore, St. Johns Church of Little Canada is seeking a variance to allow two freestanding signs.
The ordinance standards for a variance are as follows C.
1.

Conditions Governing Consideration of Variance Requests:
In considering all requests for a variance and in taking subsequent action, the City staff,
the Planning Commission, and the City Council serving as the Board of Adjustment and
Appeals shall make a finding of fact that the proposed action will not:
a.
b.
c.
d.
e.

2.

Impair an adequate supply of light and air to adjacent property.
Unreasonably increase the congestion in the public street.
Increase the danger of fire or endanger the public safety.
Unreasonably diminish or impair established property values within the
neighborhood, or in any way be contrary to the intent of this Ordinance.
Violate the intent and purpose of the City Comprehensive Plan.

A variance from the terms of this Ordinance shall not be granted unless it can be
demonstrated that:
a.
Special conditions and circumstances exist which are peculiar to the land,
structure, or building involved.
(1) Special conditions may include exceptional topographic or water conditions
or, in the case of an existing lot or parcel of record, narrowness, shallowness,
insufficient area or shape of the property.
(2) Special conditions and circumstances may not be primarily economic in
nature.
b.
Literal interpretation of the provisions of this Ordinance would deprive the
applicant of rights commonly enjoyed by other properties in the same district
under the terms of this Ordinance.
c.
The special conditions and circumstances do not result from the actions of the
applicant.
d.
Granting the variance requested will not confer on the applicant any special
privilege that is denied by this Ordinance to other lands, structures, or buildings
in the same district.
e.
Practical difficulties exist in complying with the literal terms of this Ordinance.

The proposed variance does not result in a negative impact on any of the conditions listed in #1. It is
city staff’s opinion that #2.C. supports a finding of fact for a variance to allow St. Johns Church of
Little Canada two freestanding signs. The number of signs which is the legal non-conforming
component was not a result of their actions. Again, the old Public District standards did not regulate
the number of signs to be installed. The property exists today with both freestanding signs. Overall
the upgrades to the monument sign will result in an increase of approximately five (5) square feet of
sign area and an additional 15” in height. The proposed sign is consistent with the City’s Architectural
Guidelines and is in character with the mix of residential/commercial uses along Little Canada Road.
City staff has provided St. John’s with a copy of the ordinance regulations for Dynamic Signs (code
language below). The Church has agreed to these conditions and staff will verify compliance as part of
the sign permit process.

Regulations for Dynamic Signs. Based on studies related to the use of dynamic sign displays and driver
distraction, the City finds that dynamic signs, as defined by the zoning ordinance, have a unique potential
to create driver distraction, a major cause of traffic crashes. As a result, the City has adopted special
regulations that relate to such signs. These regulations shall apply to all proposed dynamic signage in the
City, whether new or existing, conforming or non-conforming at the time of adoption of this ordinance.
a. No dynamic sign shall have lettering smaller than the Letter Height listed in Figure 903-4.
b. Dynamic signs shall have messages that change instantaneously, and do not fade, dissolve, blink, or
appear to simulate motion in any way. Such signs may change by turning off for a period of at least ten
(10) minutes between displays.
c. Dynamic signs shall not be permitted in any Residential zoning district.
d. No dynamic display shall change more often than the Duration of Display shown in Figure 903-4, except
time and temperature displays which may change once every three (3) seconds.
e.

Figure 903-4
Dynamic Sign Regulations

Letter Height
Duration of Display
f.

I-694, I-35, TH 36
Ten (10) inches
Ten (10) minutes

Other Roadways
Six (6) inches
Ten (10) seconds

Dynamic signs shall comply with the City’s Architectural Guidelines applying to the district in which they
are located, and shall be no brighter than other illuminated signs in the same district.

g. Dynamic displays shall be designed to freeze the display in the event of malfunction, and the owner
shall discontinue the display immediately upon malfunction, or upon notice from the City that the
display violates the City’s regulations.
h. Where access to the Minnesota Amber Alert technology is available, all applicants for freestanding sign
licenses employing electronic dynamic sign technology shall display such messages as they are made
available by the Minnesota Department of Public Safety or other responsible agency. License
applicants shall be required to submit information from the State of Minnesota documenting the
availability, or non-availability, of such access as part of their license application.
i.

Applicants for a dynamic display shall obtain a specific license for such display from the City of Little
Canada, and shall sign a form agreeing to operation of the sign in conformance with these regulations.
Violation of these regulations shall result in forfeiture of the license, and the City shall be authorized to
arrange disconnection of electrical service to the facility.

Recommendation
Planning staff is recommending approval of a variance to allow two freestanding signs based upon a
finding that the circumstances were not a result of actions of the applicant and the previous ordinance
language for the Public District did not regulate the number of signs allowed.
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fencing and asked how long the school was going to be there. Johnson
stated that the school will be buying the building. Mr. Schwebel stated
they are less concerned then if they will own the building and are making a
commitment to stay there. He noted they were then concerned about the
noise from kids playing outside.
Ms. Meyer stated there are no other eight foot fences around any of the
other schools in Little Canada and she does not feel an eight foot fence is
necessary. She pointed out that there will not be 300 kids outside
screaming and they do not want this to look like a prison with eight foot
fences. She stated that they want this site to look like a welcoming school
for the students and the neighborhood.
Johnson recommended approval of Ordinance 833 to establish Planned
Unit Development District G which would allow for a charter school at
2925 Country Drive, subject to further review of closing the access
between the parking lots at 2925 and 2935 Country Drive, and consider not
installing the north side fence.
Motion seconded by Kwapick.
Motion carried 4– 1 (George).
VARIANCE FOR
FREE-STANDING
SIGNAGE AT ST.
JOHN’S CHURCH ,
380 LITTLE
CANADA ROAD;

The Associate Planner stated that St. Johns Church of Little Canada, at 380
Little Canada Road East, is seeking a variance to allow two freestanding
signs on their property. She explained that the sign ordinance was recently
amended to allow properties in the public zoning districts to have the same
amount of signage as allowed in the commercial districts. She noted that
before the amendment, the Public District was not specific to the number of
signs that could be installed, but limited the total sign area to 32 square
feet. The Associate Planner stated that two freestanding signs exist on the
property today and have a combined 40 square feet of sign area. She noted
that prior to the code amendment, it was determined that the two
freestanding signs are considered to be legal non-conforming signage since
they exceed 32 square feet.
The Associate Planner explained that when the amendment was being
considered, the Church had begun working with city staff on a sign permit
to allow their freestanding sign with the manual reader board to be
upgraded. She reported that the upgrade would include replacing the
manual reader board with an electronic message center, plus installation of
a new cabinet on top. She noted the Church will be using the existing stone
monument columns since they are historic to the congregation, but by using
these columns, the Church is limited to how many square feet of sign area
they can increase. However, given the signs are legal non-conforming this
-4-
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means they can replace the signs “as is”, but cannot increase the nonconformance. The Associate Planner stated that the Church could upgrade
either freestanding sign, but would have to stay at or below a combined
total of 40 square feet of sign area between the two signs. She explained
that the proposed signage has a slightly smaller message center, but the top
cabinet is larger due to visibility concerns. Overall, the sign area is
proposed to be approximately five square feet larger.
The Associate Planner stated that the new Public District standards would
allow the Church to increase the sign area since commercial districts allow
signage up to 15 percent of wall area, but the code now specifies the
number of signs. She explained that a corner property is allowed one
freestanding sign, plus one wall sign per street frontage. She noted that the
code amendment has shifted their legal non-conforming portion to be the
number of freestanding signs since the sign area now complies. Therefore,
St. Johns Church of Little Canada is seeking a variance to allow two
freestanding signs.
The Associate Planner stated that the proposed variance does not create any
negative impacts. She explained that it is city staff’s opinion that the
special conditions and circumstances were not a result of the actions of the
applicant, which supports a finding of fact for a variance to allow St. Johns
Church of Little Canada two freestanding signs. She reported that two free
standing signs were allowed with the old Public District standards. She
noted that the proposed sign is consistent with the City’s Architectural
Guidelines and is in character with the mix of residential/commercial uses
along Little Canada Road. The Associate Planner stated that planning staff
is recommending approval of a variance to allow two freestanding signs
based upon a finding that the circumstances were not a result of actions of
the applicant and the previous ordinance language for the Public District
did not regulate the number of signs allowed. Buesing clarified that the
new sign would be 15 inches taller than the existing sign.
Don Kellett, Business Administrator at St. John’s Church, stated that they
will be full compliance with the dynamic sign code requirements and feel
this sign will be a nice upgrade.
George recommended approval of a variance to allow two freestanding
signs based upon a finding of fact that the circumstances were not a result
of actions of the applicant and the previous ordinance language for the
Public District did not regulate the number of signs allowed.
Motion seconded by Johnson.
Motion carried 6 – 0.
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CITY OF LITTLE CANADA
NOTICE OF PUBLIC HEARING
AMENDMENT TO CONDITIONAL USE PERMIT FOR OUTDOOR STORAGE &
CONDITIONAL USE PERMIT FOR PROOF OF PARKING
PROPOSAL:
A request for approval of an Amendment to Conditional Use Permit for Outdoor Storage, and
Conditional Use Permit for Proof of Parking. The applicant is St. Paul Utilities and
Excavating. The property in question is located at 190 Ryan Lane and is zoned I-1, Light
Industrial.
APPLICANT
Michael Leahy-St. Paul Utilities
190 Ryan Lane
Little Canada, MN 55117

PROPERTY OWNER
Behr Properties, LLC
6415 Joyer Lane
Hugo, MN 55038

PROPERTY LOCATION:
190 Ryan Lane, Little Canada, MN 55117
PLANNING COMMISSION:
The Little Canada Planning Commission will be reviewing this matter at its regular meeting
scheduled for Thursday, October 11, 2018. The meeting begins at 7:30pm and will be held in the
Council Chambers of the City Center located at 515 Little Canada Road in said City.
CITY COUNCIL:
Notice is hereby given that a Public Hearing will be held by the City Council to review this request
at their regular meeting to be held on Monday, October 29, 2018 at 7:30pm, or as soon thereafter
as parties may be heard, in the Council Chambers of the City Center located at 515 Little Canada
Road in said City.
All persons with reference to this matter will be heard during the Planning Commission meeting on
Thursday, October 11, 2018 and the City Council meeting on Monday, October 29, 2018.
For any questions, please contact Jessica Jagoe, Associate Planner at 651-766-4046 or
jessica.jagoe@littlecanadamn.org

STAFF REPORT
TO:

Planning Commission Members

FROM:

Jessica Jagoe, Associate Planner

DATE:

September 27, 2018

RE:

190 Ryan Lane – Conditional Use Permit Amendment

Mr. Paul Behr, Property Owner, and Mr. Leahy, St. Paul Utilities located at 190 Ryan Lane are seeking
an amendment to the existing Conditional Use Permit (CUP) to increase the outdoor storage area by
approximately 2,700 square feet. The current CUP was issued on June 14, 1999. This CUP allows for
outdoor storage behind the rear line of the building. Mr. Leahy is requesting to add an outdoor storage
area along the west side of the building up to the front line of the building. Mr. Leahy is proposing to
move the existing chain link fence with slats 90 feet to the front building line. By doing so, they are
seeking to continue using the existing fence with the addition of landscaping as an acceptable form of
screening.
The subject parcel is located within the Ryan Industrial Park and is zoned I-1, Light Industrial.
Analysis
In the I-1, Light Industrial District outdoor storage is allowed as a Conditional Use. City staff has
provided below the applicable outdoor storage section and insert comments in italics as it pertains to
each regulation:
G. Open and Outdoor Storage as an accessory use, provided that:
1. The activity of outdoor storage shall require a separate business license issued by the City
of Little Canada.
St. Paul Utilities has been approved an outdoor storage valid until June 30, 2019.
2. The storage area in question occupies an area no greater than sixty (60) percent of the gross
square footage of the subject parcel.
Using Ramsey County GIS records, city staff has verified that the existing outdoor storage
is approximately 7,300 square feet and the proposed area is closer to 3,200 square feet
(measuring the total area on west side of building) which is a combined total of 10,500
square feet. The lot size is 27,007 square feet (.62 acre). Under the 60% provision, the
outdoor storage could not exceed 16,204 square feet of area. With the proposed additional
area the total outdoor storage would be less than 40% of the gross square footage of the
parcel.

3. The storage area shall not occupy any portion of the yard between the front building line
and the adjoining public street, or the side building line and public street on a corner lot.
The applicant is proposing to move the fence to the front building line. The location of the
proposed outdoor storage area complies with this provision.
4. The outdoor storage is utilized solely by those tenants of the principal building.
St. Paul Utilities is the sole tenant of the building and the outdoor storage area is utilized
only by their business.
5. In a multi-tenant building, if one tenant does not have a need for outdoor storage, then the
Property Owner may allocate additional outdoor storage area to another tenant of the
building only if that tenant occupies more than 25% of the building.
Not applicable.
6. The outdoor storage of equipment or materials, as defined by this Ordinance, must be
capable of moving under its own power, stored on a trailer, stored within weather-proof
containers, or other storage arrangements as approved by the City Council. Storage of any
material directly on the ground when the dimensions of such item are less than three (3) feet
in width, length, and height, shall be prohibited wherever the City Council determines that
reasonable alternatives exist consistent with this section.
The applicant has indicated that the proposed storage area will be abutting the west
property line along the fence line. Outdoor storage will consist of materials or equipment
similar to what already exists in the rear yard. They have also identified a temporary
storage area within this proposed space, but this is limited with the need to access the four
overhead doors. The applicant is aware that if this space is used for outdoor storage, they
are required to maintain the fire access lines as required below in item #8.
7. When storage or shipping containers are utilized, the following regulations shall apply:
a.
b.
c.
d.
e.
f.

Containers shall be those manufactured expressly for the purpose of storing
and/or shipping materials.
No container, for the purpose of this ordinance, shall be greater than forty (40)
feet in length, eight (8) feet in width, or eight and one half (8.5) feet in height.
No more than one (1) such container may be allowed for each seven thousand
five hundred (7,500) square feet of lot area.
Containers shall not be stacked or arranged to exceed the eight and one-half
(8.5) foot height.
Containers shall be painted to match or be complementary in color to the
principal building, and shall be maintained to avoid rusting or other visible
deterioration of the container.
There shall be no storage of hazardous materials, as defined by the zoning
ordinance Section 902 of this Ordinance, within any such container.

Use of shipping containers is not proposed and is not approved under existing CUP.

8. Outdoor storage areas must be kept in an orderly condition, permitting vehicular access to
all materials or equipment. Lanes at least twenty (20) feet in width shall be required to
meet this standard. No portion of the outdoor storage shall be more than fifty (50) feet from
any access lane or other drive aisle, nor shall it block access to hydrants, fire sprinklers, or
other fire-fighting equipment. Except for construction equipment which is stored or parked
in its most compact condition, outdoor storage may not exceed eight (8) feet in height as
measured from the ground on which it is located.
St. Paul Utilities has indicated this proposed area will be used for outdoor storage of fabric
rolls, pallets of materials, pipe, and other miscellaneous construction materials. Mr.
Leahy is aware of this condition for maximum height of eight (8) feet for outdoor storage
based on previous inspections. The proposed area as represented will comply with this
condition.
9. The storage area shall be fenced and fully screened from adjoining non-industrial property,
park and trail areas, and public right of way. Where properly fenced and screened, outdoor
storage may encroach into the required side or rear yard setback area. Gates may be
excluded from this screening requirement as provided for in Section 903.020.O.6.
The proposed storage area will be fenced and fully screened. The applicant is moving the
existing chain-link fence with slats from the rear building line to line up with the front
building line, plus add landscaping on the north side of fence. The Building Official has
approved the fence permit as submitted.
10. Screening of storage area shall comply with Section 903.020.G, Required Screening, and
Section 903.020.F (Fences) of this Ordinance.
The use of a chain-link fence with slats on the west side of the building as an acceptable
form of screening was allowed in 1999 (city code was amended in 2008, current language
below). This fence complies “as is”, but the requirements for screening under 903.020.G
no longer allow for a chain link fence with slats as the sole mechanism for screening. The
existing fence is considered to be legal non-conforming. Mr. Leahy’s application to
increase the outdoor storage area behind the fence is triggering why additional steps need
to be taken to comply with the City’s current screening requirements.
Mr. Leahy has submitted a landscape plan that will provide for plantings on the west side
in front of the chain link fence on both sides of the gate. Mr. Leahy is not sure if shrubs
and/or vines will be added for landscaping, but will comply with the provision below. With
the addition of landscaping, city staff approves the screening as proposed.
 903.020.G.3 - The screening required herein in all zoning districts shall consist of a
solid fence or wall constructed from masonry, brick, wood and/or steel. A chain link
fence with slats does not constitute an acceptable screen or qualify as a solid fence
The City may permit a chain link security fence with landscape which is designed to
create a complete screen within two (2) growing seasons. .
11. Waste or recyclable material shall be contained in a refuse container. All such containers
shall be stored within a screened enclosure located behind the front line of the building or

refuse container(s) may be located within the approved outdoor storage area subject to
compliance with the screening requirements in 914.040.G.9.
The waste containers are located on the east side of the building screened by a wood fence.
During the inspection completed in June there was a construction dumpster in the drive
aisle outside of the outdoor storage area on the east side of the building. Mr. Leahy
indicated this on the site temporarily for cleaning out old product/junk/debris from the rear
yard. This dumpster was still present on the property today. This construction dumpster
needs to be removed from the property within 15 days (since it has been on site since June
staff feels amply time has been given) or moved inside the approved outdoor storage area.
12. The storage area shall be paved with asphalt, concrete, or other material approved by the
City Council.
The proposed outdoor storage area on the west side of the building is paved.
13. The storage area shall not occupy any space required for conformity to the parking
regulations of the Zoning Ordinance.
The proposed outdoor storage area does impact four parking spaces that were shown on
the 1999 CUP. City staff from previous inspections can confirm this area on the west side
of the building has not been needed for employee or customer parking.
City staff has received a Proof of Parking plan from Mr. Leahy that does show where four
additional parking spaces could be established on the east side of the property. Proof of
Parking is subject to the conditions of 903.050.H.30 903.050.H.30 - Proof of Parking. The City Council may approve a reduction in the actual number
of spaces to be constructed accessory to any use by the approval of a Conditional Use Permit, per
the requirements of Section 921.030 of this Ordinance. A Conditional Use Permit for such a
reduction shall be allowed only where an applicant can demonstrate the following:
a.

The demand for parking actually needed by the proposed use will be less than ninety
(90) percent of the requirement which applies under this Ordinance;

b.

Based upon an appropriately designed site plan the required number of spaces may be
constructed at some future date on the subject site in full conformance with all other
requirements of the City’s Zoning Ordinance and Building Code;

c.

The applicant and City enter into a development agreement, to be recorded against the
subject property, which includes a clause requiring the owner to install the additional
parking stalls, upon a finding by the Planning Commission that such additional parking
stalls are necessary to accommodate the use;

d.

A change of use will necessitate either a new application for a “Proof of Parking”
Conditional Use Permit, or compliance with the applicable Zoning Ordinance standard
for parking.

14. The property, including buildings and exterior site areas, shall comply with all applicable
fire codes.
The Fire Marshal has reviewed the plans and has no additional comments as long as
access is maintained.
15. All lighting shall be hooded and so directed that the light source shall not be visible from
the public right-of-way or from neighboring residential uses, and shall be in compliance
with Section 903.020.I of the Zoning Ordinance.
No changes to lighting are proposed.
16. All other provisions and requirements as deemed necessary by the City Council.
17. The applicant complies with the provisions of Section 921 of the Zoning Ordinance.
Recommendation
City staff feels the Conditional Use Permit Amendment as requested by Mr. Behr and Mr. Leahy is
consistent with the area and complies with the I-1, Light Industrial zoning district regulations.
Therefore, staff is recommending:
 Approval of a Conditional Use Permit Amendment at 190 Ryan Lane to allow outdoor
storage on the west side of the building as shown on the site plan submitted by the
Applicant with the condition that the landscaping be installed and the construction
dumpster be moved or removed within 15 days of the approval.


Approval of a Conditional Use Permit for Proof of Parking at 190 Ryan Lane.
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MINUTES
PLANNING COMMISSION
OCTOBER 11, 2018
AMENDMENT TO
CONDITIONAL USE
PERMIT FOR
OUTDOOR STORAGE
& CONDITIONAL USE
PERMIT FOR PROOF
OF PARKING;
ADDRESS: 190 RYAN
LANE; APPLICANT:
ST. PAUL UTILITIES
& EXCAVATING

Paul Behr, property owner, and Michael Leahy, with St. Paul Utilities
located at 190 Ryan Lane are seeking an amendment to the existing
Conditional Use Permit to increase the outdoor storage area by
approximately 2,700 square feet on the west side. The current Conditional
Use Permit was issued in June 1999 and allows for outdoor storage behind
the rear line of the building. She noted that they have been in compliance
with the current Conditional Use Permit conditions and were issued their
outside storage license this year. Mr. Leahy is requesting to add an outdoor
storage area along the west side of the building up to the front line of the
building. Mr. Leahy is proposing to move the existing chain link fence
with slats 90 feet to the front building line. By doing so, they are seeking
to continue using the existing fence with the addition of landscaping as an
acceptable form of screening. She explained that the screening
requirements in the I-1 District have since changed and no longer allows
using slats in chain-link fencing as screening, so when seeking an
amendment, these types of things should be brought into compliance with
the current code, so they are proposing to add shrubs in front of the new
fence location. She stated that staff feels they are still in compliance with
screening requirements.
The Associate Planner stated that upon review of the 1999 Conditional Use
Permit, the site plan shows four parking spaces on the west side of the
building. She explained that the applicant has submitted a site plan that
shows they can re-establish these spaces on the east side if needed, and
stated that when doing previous inspections, this area on the west side has
not been needed for parking. She stated that as part of the Conditional Use
Permit Amendment, a Conditional Use Permit for proof of parking for four
parking spaces is a recommended condition.
The Associate Planner stated that city staff feels the Conditional Use
Permit Amendment as requested by Mr. Behr and Mr. Leahy is consistent
with the area and complies with the I-1, Light Industrial zoning district
regulations. She reported that city staff is recommending approval of a
Conditional Use Permit Amendment and Conditional Use Permit for Proof
of Parking at 190 Ryan Lane.
Schwalbach recommended approval of a Conditional Use Permit
Amendment at 190 Ryan Lane to allow outdoor storage on the west side of
the building as shown on the site plan submitted by the applicant, with the
condition that the landscaping be installed and the construction dumpster
be moved or removed within 15 days of the approval.
Motion seconded by George.
Motion carried 6 – 0.
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Kwapick recommended approval of the Conditional Use Permit for Proof
of Parking at Ryan Lane.
Motion seconded by Thorson.
Motion carried 6 – 0.
VARIANCE FOR
FRONT YARD
SETBACK &
ARCHITECTURAL
REVIEW FOR 1,617
SQUARE FOOT
EXPANSION;
ADDRESS: 2350 RICE
STREET; APPLICANT:
ALDI, INC.

The Associate Planner explained that Aldi, Inc. located at 2350 Rice Street,
is seeking approval of a variance for a reduced front yard setback on the
west property line, as well as architectural review of the exterior
enhancements that are being completed as part of the proposed 1,617
square foot building expansion. She stated that the existing building was
constructed in 2003, and as part of Aldi’s efforts to refresh their buildings
this expansion will create additional internal space between shelving,
checkout lanes, and an indoor cart area. In addition to exterior
improvements, the applicant has indicated that they will be installing all
new mechanical and lighting within the building, plus adding matching
brick to the existing pylon sign pole and re-facing the existing signage.
She noted that all of the improvements proposed are consistent with the
requirements of the Architectural Guidelines.
The Associate Planner explained that the applicant indicated in their
narrative that the variance setback they are seeking is 20 feet on the west
property line, however, the site plans show the encroachment into the
required front yard setback to actually only be four feet on the north half of
the west elevation, and about a 13.7 foot encroachment on the south half.
She stated the Applicant is seeking a 20 foot variance to allow for some
wiggle room during construction, but the actual setback will be what the
footprint of the building is.
The Associate Planner stated that Aldi, Inc. is seeking a variance for a
reduced front yard setback on the west property line. She explained that
they are limited in which direction a building expansion could go. She
stated that the north elevation has grade variations between the property
line that prohibit expansion; the east elevation has the stormwater pond and
loading docks, and the irregularity of the lot also became a challenge for
expansion, especially when reviewing the east elevation. She noted that it
may appear that the south elevation could be an option for the building
expansion, but there are issues with that side also. She explained that a
building expansion to the south would reduce the number of parking
spaces, and without those spaces abutting the building, the property would
not meet the minimum parking requirement.
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CITY OF LITTLE CANADA
NOTICE OF PUBLIC HEARING
VARIANCE FOR REDUCED FRONT SETBACK & ARCHITECTURAL REVIEW
PROPOSAL:
A request for approval of a Variance for reduced front yard setback on the west property line to 20
feet, and an Architectural Review for 1,617 square foot building expansion. The applicant is Aldi,
Inc. The property in question is located at 2350 Rice Street and is zoned B-3, General Business.
APPLICANT
ALDI, Inc.
4201 Bagley Avenue
Fairbault, MN 55021

PROPERTY OWNER
Rice 36 North, LLC
P.O. Box 460049
Houston, TX 77056

PROPERTY LOCATION:
2350 Rice Street, Little Canada, MN 55113
PLANNING COMMISSION:
The Little Canada Planning Commission will be reviewing this matter at its regular meeting
scheduled for Thursday, October 11, 2018. The meeting begins at 7:30pm and will be held in the
Council Chambers of the City Center located at 515 Little Canada Road in said City.
CITY COUNCIL:
Notice is hereby given that a Public Hearing will be held by the City Council to review this request
at their regular meeting to be held on Monday, October 29, 2018 at 7:30pm, or as soon thereafter
as parties may be heard, in the Council Chambers of the City Center located at 515 Little Canada
Road in said City.
All persons with reference to this matter will be heard during the Planning Commission meeting on
Thursday, October 11, 2018 and the City Council meeting on Monday, October 29, 2018.
For any questions, please contact Jessica Jagoe, Associate Planner at 651-766-4046 or
jessica.jagoe@littlecanadamn.org

STAFF REPORT
TO:

Planning Commission Members

FROM:

Jessica Jagoe, Associate Planner

DATE:

October 3, 2018

RE:

2350 Rice Street – Architectural Review and Front Yard Setback Variance

Aldi, Inc. at 2350 Rice Street is seeking approval of a variance for a reduced front yard setback on the
west property line as well as architectural review of the exterior enhancements that are being
completed as part of the proposed 1,617 square foot building expansion. The property is zoned B-3,
General Business.
The existing building was constructed in 2003 and is 16,370 square feet. The proposed addition is part
of Aldi’s efforts to “refresh” the building to create a more modern shopping experience for their
customers. The expansion will create additional internal space between shelving, checkout lanes, and
an indoor cart area. Beyond the building upgrades, the applicant has indicated that they will be
installing all new mechanical and lighting within the building, plus adding matching brick to the
existing pylon sign pole to enhance the overall aesthetics.
Architectural Review
The proposed 1,617 square foot building expansion will include enhancements to the entrance on the
southwest corner of the building and along the west elevation. The applicant is proposing that the
building façade on the north, east, and 2/3’s of the south elevations would remain the same. The new
entrance design will feature a flat roof line with metal banding on the top edge of the wall. The new
parapet has a more enhanced distinction in varying roof lines. The refreshed exterior incorporates a
complement of buildings materials such as metal, brick, and fiber cement panels that will give an
appearance of cedar panels. All of the tones and colors are consistent between brick and metal
materials used. Lastly, additional windows have been added to west elevation with metal canopies.
The Architectural Guidelines speak to reducing the large areas of blank wall space so adding these
features along Rice Street is an additional improvement in the updated design. All of the
improvements shown are consistent with the requirements of the Architectural Guidelines.
Signage
The drawings submitted by the applicant show the pylon and building cabinet sign will be refaced with
the Aldi updated logo. The colors shown are consistent with the Architectural Guidelines which calls
for the use of dark background and light lettering. Additionally, the applicant is proposing to wrap the
existing pylon pole with brick that matches the building. This type of upgrade is consistent with our
handling of existing pylon signage along Rice Street.
Front Yard Setback Variance
As mentioned, Aldi, Inc. is seeking a variance for a reduced front yard setback on the west property
line. The ordinance standards for a variance are as follows -

C.
1.

Conditions Governing Consideration of Variance Requests:
In considering all requests for a variance and in taking subsequent action, the City staff,
the Planning Commission, and the City Council serving as the Board of Adjustment and
Appeals shall make a finding of fact that the proposed action will not:
a.
b.
c.
d.
e.

2.

Impair an adequate supply of light and air to adjacent property.
Unreasonably increase the congestion in the public street.
Increase the danger of fire or endanger the public safety.
Unreasonably diminish or impair established property values within the
neighborhood, or in any way be contrary to the intent of this Ordinance.
Violate the intent and purpose of the City Comprehensive Plan.

A variance from the terms of this Ordinance shall not be granted unless it can be
demonstrated that:
a.
Special conditions and circumstances exist which are peculiar to the land,
structure, or building involved.
(1) Special conditions may include exceptional topographic or water conditions
or, in the case of an existing lot or parcel of record, narrowness, shallowness,
insufficient area or shape of the property.
(2) Special conditions and circumstances may not be primarily economic in
nature.
b.
Literal interpretation of the provisions of this Ordinance would deprive the
applicant of rights commonly enjoyed by other properties in the same district
under the terms of this Ordinance.
c.
The special conditions and circumstances do not result from the actions of the
applicant.
d.
Granting the variance requested will not confer on the applicant any special
privilege that is denied by this Ordinance to other lands, structures, or buildings
in the same district.
e.
Practical difficulties exist in complying with the literal terms of this Ordinance.

The applicant has provided narrative that illustrates the design process and a number of factors that
inhibited the potential for a building expansion in any other direction. The north elevation has grade
variations between the property line that prohibit expansion. On the east elevation there is the
stormwater pond and loading docks. The irregularity of the lot also became a challenge for expansion
especially when reviewing the east elevation. It may appear that the south elevation could be an option
for the building expansion. However, the applicant has provided factors to support otherwise. A
building expansion to the south would trigger a reduction in the number of parking spaces. Staff has
calculated the required parking with the building expansion would equate to 90 parking spaces.
Without those spaces abutting the building, the property would not meet the minimum requirement
with only the main parking lot (to the south).
The most significant factor which prohibits an expansion to the south is the impact to the existing north
access drive from Rice Street. This is a shared drive aisle with the Tri-State property at 71 Minnesota
Avenue. The Aldi’s parcel, Arby’s, and Tri-State (formerly Bally’s) properties were all under one
ownership when they were originally platted. The Aldi’s parcel was the last to be developed in 2003.
These sites were established with shared access drives between all three properties. Modifications to
that drive aisle would impact traffic circulation on this property and the two adjacent parcels. Planning

staff has confirmed with Ramsey County that they would not permit a shift in this access drive location
(south to accommodate building expansion) given the proximity to the south access drive. Both the
loss of parking and access conditions demonstrate that the south elevation is also not feasible for
expansion.
It should be noted that the applicant has indicated in their narrative that the variance setback they are
seeking is 20 feet. However, the site plans show the encroachment into the required front yard setback
to actually be less than described. On the west building elevation, the north ½ shows a proposed four
(4) foot encroachment and the south ½ shows a 13.7 foot encroachment. Planning staff has confirmed
that the renderings submitted show a more accurate representation of the final encroachment. The
Applicant is seeking a 20 foot variance to allow for some wiggle room in the design and construction
process in case adjustments need to be made. However, they are flexible in the variance being sought
if the Commission feels that this “cushion” should be reduced to more accurately reflect the site plans
submitted. Staff’s recommendation is to approve the variance being sought based on the site plans
submitted.
Planning staff would like to incorporate into your consideration of an approval that this would also be
subject to City Engineer review and comments. The City Engineer has completed a preliminary
review of the site plans submitted. It is his recommendation that a grading plan be required to verify
there is no directing of water offsite. As the Applicant has indicated that is quite a slope between this
property and the school property to the north. This requirement will help ensure that no negative
impacts are caused to the neighboring properties by the proposed expansion.
Summary
In considering a variance request, the Planning Commission is tasked with determining if the threshold
for “practical difficulty” has been met by the applicant. Factors for this determination are:
1. the property owner proposes to use the property in a reasonable manner not permitted by the
zoning ordinance,
2. the plight of the landowner is due to circumstances unique to the property not created by the
landowner, and
3. the variance, if granted, will not alter the essential character of the locality.
City staff believes Aldi’s, Inc. has met that standard in our review of the materials submitted.
Therefore, we are recommending approval of two motions 

Planning staff recommends approval of the Architectural Review as submitted by Aldi’s, Inc.
and subject to review and comments by the City Engineer which includes submission of
grading plan.



Planning staff recommends approval of a Variance from the 40 foot Front Yard Setback to 25
feet on the west elevation based on the following findings:
o A building expansion in a different elevation is not feasible due to circumstances not
created by the landowner as reviewed in this report.
o The proposed building setback is in character with the area and does not negatively
impact surrounding properties.

Rice Street

Aldi

Tri-State
Arby's

Minnesota Avenue

MINUTES
PLANNING COMMISSION
OCTOBER 11, 2018
Kwapick recommended approval of the Conditional Use Permit for Proof
of Parking at Ryan Lane.
Motion seconded by Thorson.
Motion carried 6 – 0.
VARIANCE FOR
FRONT YARD
SETBACK &
ARCHITECTURAL
REVIEW FOR 1,617
SQUARE FOOT
EXPANSION;
ADDRESS: 2350 RICE
STREET; APPLICANT:
ALDI, INC.

The Associate Planner explained that Aldi, Inc. located at 2350 Rice Street,
is seeking approval of a variance for a reduced front yard setback on the
west property line, as well as architectural review of the exterior
enhancements that are being completed as part of the proposed 1,617
square foot building expansion. She stated that the existing building was
constructed in 2003, and as part of Aldi’s efforts to refresh their buildings
this expansion will create additional internal space between shelving,
checkout lanes, and an indoor cart area. In addition to exterior
improvements, the applicant has indicated that they will be installing all
new mechanical and lighting within the building, plus adding matching
brick to the existing pylon sign pole and re-facing the existing signage.
She noted that all of the improvements proposed are consistent with the
requirements of the Architectural Guidelines.
The Associate Planner explained that the applicant indicated in their
narrative that the variance setback they are seeking is 20 feet on the west
property line, however, the site plans show the encroachment into the
required front yard setback to actually only be four feet on the north half of
the west elevation, and about a 13.7 foot encroachment on the south half.
She stated the Applicant is seeking a 20 foot variance to allow for some
wiggle room during construction, but the actual setback will be what the
footprint of the building is.
The Associate Planner stated that Aldi, Inc. is seeking a variance for a
reduced front yard setback on the west property line. She explained that
they are limited in which direction a building expansion could go. She
stated that the north elevation has grade variations between the property
line that prohibit expansion; the east elevation has the stormwater pond and
loading docks, and the irregularity of the lot also became a challenge for
expansion, especially when reviewing the east elevation. She noted that it
may appear that the south elevation could be an option for the building
expansion, but there are issues with that side also. She explained that a
building expansion to the south would reduce the number of parking
spaces, and without those spaces abutting the building, the property would
not meet the minimum parking requirement.
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The Associate Planner explained that the expansion to the south is inhibited
due to the impact to the existing north access drive from Rice Street. She
stated that this is a shared drive aisle with the Tri-State property at 71
Minnesota Avenue. She reported that the Aldi’s parcel, Arby’s, and TriState properties were all under one ownership when they were originally
platted, and these sites were established with shared access drives between
all three properties, so any modifications to that drive aisle would impact
traffic circulation on this property and the two adjacent parcels. She stated
that planning staff has confirmed with Ramsey County that they would not
permit a shift in this access drive location given the proximity to the south
access drive. She noted that both the loss of parking and access conditions
demonstrate that the south elevation is also not feasible for expansion.
The Associate Planner stated that planning staff recommends approval of
the architectural review and front setback variance as staff believes that the
practical difficulty threshold has been met.
Ryan Anderson, ISG, 7900 International Drive, representing ALDI as the
engineer for the project, stated that this expansion is part of a nationwide
effort to improve their stores and this location performs well and they want
to stay in Little Canada.
Johnson recommended approval of architectural review as submitted by
Aldi’s, Inc. and subject to review and comments by the City Engineer
which includes submission of grading plan.
Motion seconded by George.
Motion carried 6 – 0.
Johnson recommended approval of a Variance from the 40 foot front yard
setback to 25 feet on the west elevation based on the findings of fact that a
building expansion in a different elevation is not feasible due to
circumstances not created by the landowner as reviewed in this report, and
the proposed building setback is in character with the area and does not
negatively impact surrounding properties.
Motion seconded by Schwalbach.
Motion carried 6 – 0.
AMENDMENT TO
THE ZONING CODE
ON SIGNAGE FOR R1, SINGLE FAMILY
RESIDENTIAL & R-2,
MEDIUM DENSITY
RESIDENTIAL

The Associate Planner explained that in August, the Planning Commission
and City Council recommended an amendment to the sign ordinance which
would allow for Public District signage to fall under the commercial district
instead of the residential district regulations, and Ordinance 830 was
adopted modifying Section 903.110.E. She stated that city staff discovered
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STAFF REPORT
TO:

Planning Commission Members

FROM:

Jessica Jagoe, Associate Planner

DATE:

October 5, 2018

RE:

R-1 and R-2 Sign Ordinance Amendment

In August, the Planning Commission and City Council recommended an amendment to the sign
ordinance which would allow for Public District signage to fall under the commercial district instead
of the residential district regulations. In doing so, city staff prepared an Option A and B of Ordinance
830 to show proposed language modifying Section 903.110.E. The City Council recommended
approval of Option B.
Upon further review of the amendment, city staff discovered that the height limitations were
inadvertently omitted from the R-1 and R-2, Residential Districts. In addition, one reference to “P”
District sign area was not deleted from the residential standards. Therefore, city staff has prepared
Ordinance 832 to correct those two items.
City staff is recommending adoption of the proposed Ordinance 832.

CITY OF LITTLE CANADA
RAMSEY COUNTY
STATE OF MINNESOTA
ORDINANCE NO. 832
AN ORDINANCE AMENDING CHAPTER 903.110 OF THE LITTLE CANADA CITY
CODE, KNOWN AS THE ZONING CODE.
SECTION 1. The City Council of the City of Little Canada hereby amends Section 903.110,
known as Zoning Code, General Provisions, to modify Section 903.110.E, by adding the
underlined material and deleting the stricken material as follows:
E.

District Regulations. The following sections concern signs which require application and
permit. Subject to other regulations in specific districts, no sign shall be located closer
than five (5) feet to any property line.
1.

"R-1" and "R-2" Residential Districts, and “P” Public District:
a.

b.

Institutional or area identification signs, provided that the gross square
footage of sign area does not exceed twenty-four (24) square feet in the
“R-1” and “R-2 Districts., and thirty-two (32) square feet in the “P”
District.
Freestanding signs (monument type only allowed) shall not exceed a
height of eight (8) feet.

SECTION 2. This ordinance shall take effect and be in full force from and after its adoption
and publication.
Adopted this
By:_______________________________
John Keis, Mayor
Attest: _____________________________
Chris Heineman, City Administrator
AYES:
NAYS:
Published:

MINUTES
PLANNING COMMISSION
OCTOBER 11, 2018
The Associate Planner explained that the expansion to the south is inhibited
due to the impact to the existing north access drive from Rice Street. She
stated that this is a shared drive aisle with the Tri-State property at 71
Minnesota Avenue. She reported that the Aldi’s parcel, Arby’s, and TriState properties were all under one ownership when they were originally
platted, and these sites were established with shared access drives between
all three properties, so any modifications to that drive aisle would impact
traffic circulation on this property and the two adjacent parcels. She stated
that planning staff has confirmed with Ramsey County that they would not
permit a shift in this access drive location given the proximity to the south
access drive. She noted that both the loss of parking and access conditions
demonstrate that the south elevation is also not feasible for expansion.
The Associate Planner stated that planning staff recommends approval of
the architectural review and front setback variance as staff believes that the
practical difficulty threshold has been met.
Ryan Anderson, ISG, 7900 International Drive, representing ALDI as the
engineer for the project, stated that this expansion is part of a nationwide
effort to improve their stores and this location performs well and they want
to stay in Little Canada.
Johnson recommended approval of architectural review as submitted by
Aldi’s, Inc. and subject to review and comments by the City Engineer
which includes submission of grading plan.
Motion seconded by George.
Motion carried 6 – 0.
Johnson recommended approval of a Variance from the 40 foot front yard
setback to 25 feet on the west elevation based on the findings of fact that a
building expansion in a different elevation is not feasible due to
circumstances not created by the landowner as reviewed in this report, and
the proposed building setback is in character with the area and does not
negatively impact surrounding properties.
Motion seconded by Schwalbach.
Motion carried 6 – 0.
AMENDMENT TO
THE ZONING CODE
ON SIGNAGE FOR R1, SINGLE FAMILY
RESIDENTIAL & R-2,
MEDIUM DENSITY
RESIDENTIAL

The Associate Planner explained that in August, the Planning Commission
and City Council recommended an amendment to the sign ordinance which
would allow for Public District signage to fall under the commercial district
instead of the residential district regulations, and Ordinance 830 was
adopted modifying Section 903.110.E. She stated that city staff discovered
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the height limitations were inadvertently omitted from the R-1 and R-2,
Residential Districts, and one reference to “P” District sign area was not
deleted from the residential standards. The Associate Planner stated that an
ordinance was prepared that corrects those two items and is recommending
adoption of the proposed Ordinance 832 language.
Schwalbach recommended approval of the language as proposed in
Ordinance 832.
Motion seconded by George.
Motion carried 6 – 0.
ADJOURN There being no further business, Buesing adjourned the meeting at 8:32 p.m.
Respectfully submitted,

Heidi Heller
City Clerk
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STAFF REPORT
TO:

Mayor Keis and Members of City Council

FROM:

Heidi Heller, City Clerk

DATE:

October 26, 2018

RE:

Call for a Workshop Meeting on November 28, 2018

In May, City Staff proposed changes to the City’s Personnel Policy in regards to Short Term
Disability Policy, PTO accrual amounts and education reimbursement, along with some
housekeeping updates and corrections. At that time, the Council requested more information
about what was being proposed, and the discussion was then put on hold until after a new City
Administrator was hired.
City Staff is requesting that the City Council schedule a Workshop on Wednesday, November
28, 2018 at 6:00 p.m. to discuss proposed personnel policy amendments relating to short term
disability plans, PTO accrual amounts, education reimbursement, and other miscellaneous
updates.

STAFF REPORT
TO:

Mayor Keis and Members of City Council

FROM:

Chris Heineman, City Administrator

DATE:

October 26, 2018

RE:

Resolution Calling for a Public Hearing Providing Host Approval for the Issuance of
Charter School Lease Revenue Bonds by the City of Vadnais Heights

ACTION REQUESTED:
Consider Approval of a Resolution Calling for a Public Hearing on Wednesday, November 28, 2018 at
7:30 PM for the Purpose of Providing Host Approval for the Issuance of Charter School Lease
Revenue Bonds by the City of Vadnais Heights
BACKGROUND:
The City of Little Canada has been contacted by representatives from Kennedy & Graven, Chartered
with a request to provide host city approval for the issuance of Charter School Lease Revenue Bonds
for the proposed Academy for Sciences & Agriculture (AFSA) project by the City of Vadnais Heights.
The AFSA Building Company has requested that the City of Vadnais Heights issue one or more
revenue obligations not to exceed $13 million to refinance their existing bonds and finance the
acquisition, renovation, and equipping of the existing commercial building at 2925 Country Drive in
Little Canada for students in pre-kindergarten through eighth grade. According to Minnesota Statutes,
the City of Little Canada must hold a Public Hearing and consent to giving host approval consenting to
the issuance of Charter School Lease Revenue Bonds by the City of Vadnais Heights.
There is no risk to the City of Little Canada, and no costs will be incurred related to the project. Staff
recommends approval of the Resolution.

CITY OF LITTLE CANADA, MINNESOTA
RESOLUTION NO. _____
RESOLUTION CALLING A PUBLIC HEARING FOR THE PURPOSE OF
PROVIDING HOST APPROVAL FOR THE ISSUANCE OF CHARTER
SCHOOL LEASE REVENUE BONDS BY THE CITY OF VADNAIS HEIGHTS
BE IT RESOLVED by the City Council of the City of Little Canada, Minnesota (the “City”) as
follows:
Section 1.

Recitals.

1.01. Pursuant to the Constitution and laws of the State of Minnesota, particularly Minnesota
Statutes, Sections 469.152 through 469.1655, as amended (the “Act”), the City is authorized to carry out
the public purposes described in the Act by providing for the issuance of revenue bonds to provide funds
to finance or refinance revenue-producing enterprises located within the City, whether or not operated for
profit.
1.02. Minnesota Statutes, Section 471.656, as amended, authorizes a municipality to issue
obligations to finance the acquisition or improvement of property located outside of the corporate
boundaries of such municipality if the governing body of the city in which the property is located
consents by resolution to the issuance of such obligations.
1.03. AFSA Building Company, a Minnesota nonprofit corporation (the “Company”), has
proposed that the City approve the issuance by the City of Vadnais Heights, Minnesota (the “City of
Vadnais Heights”) of one or more series of revenue obligations, as taxable or tax-exempt (the “Bonds”),
in the maximum aggregate principal amount of $13,000,000. The proceeds derived from the sale of the
Bonds are proposed to be loaned to the Company and applied by the Company to: (i) redeem and prepay
certain outstanding bonds issued by the City of Vadnais Heights in 2004 to finance the acquisition,
construction, and equipping of an approximately 45,000 square foot grade nine through twelve education
facility located in the City of Vadnais Heights (the “Series 2004 Project”); (ii) finance the acquisition,
renovation, and equipping of an approximately 30,000 square foot existing building located at 2925
County Drive in the City for use as a public charter school for students in pre-kindergarten through eighth
grade (the “Series 2018 Project”); (iii) fund a debt service reserve fund to secure the timely payment of
the Bonds; (iv) pay a portion of the interest on the Bonds; and (v) pay a portion of the costs of issuing the
Bonds. The Series 2004 Project and the Series 2018 Project (collectively, the “Project”) will be owned by
the Company and leased to and operated by AFSA High School, doing business as Academy for Sciences
& Agriculture (formerly The Agricultural and Food Sciences Academy), a Minnesota nonprofit
corporation (the “School”).
1.04. Prior to the issuance of the Bonds by the City of Vadnais Heights, the City Council of the
City (the “City Council”) is required to (i) conduct a public hearing in accordance with the requirements
of the Act and Section 147(f) of the Internal Revenue Code of 1986, as amended (the “Code”) with
respect to the proposal to issue the Bonds; and (ii) approve the issuance of the Bonds by the City of
Vadnais Heights to finance, among other things, the Series 2018 Project.
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Section 2.

Required Actions.

2.01. The City Council will meet at 7:30 p.m. on Wednesday, November 28, 2018, to conduct a
public hearing and consider the proposed issuance of the Bonds by the City of Vadnais Heights in
accordance with the Code and Minnesota Statutes, Section 471.656, as amended, to finance, among other
things, the Series 2018 Project.
2.02. Kennedy & Graven, Chartered, as bond counsel to the City of Vadnais Heights, is hereby
authorized and directed to publish a notice of the public hearing, in substantially the form attached hereto
as EXHIBIT A in the Roseville – Little Canada Review, the official newspaper of and a newspaper of
general circulation in the City. The notice shall be published once at least fourteen (14) days prior to the
date of the public hearing.
2.03. The Company shall pay to the City any and all costs paid or incurred by the City in
connection with the Bonds or the financing of the Project, including the fees of the City’s bond counsel,
Briggs and Morgan, Professional Association, whether or not the financing is carried to completion, and
whether or not the Bonds or operative instruments are executed and delivered.

2018.

Approved by the City Council of the City of Little Canada, Minnesota this 29th day of October,

John T. Keis, Mayor
ATTEST:

Christopher Heineman, City Administrator
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CITY OF LITTLE CANADA, MINNESOTA
NOTICE OF A PUBLIC HEARING TO BE CONDUCTED BY THE CITY OF
LITTLE CANADA WITH RESPECT TO THE ISSUANCE OF CHARTER
SCHOOL LEASE REVENUE BONDS BY THE CITY OF VADNAIS HEIGHTS
NOTICE IS HEREBY GIVEN that the City Council of the City of Little Canada, Minnesota (the
“City”), will hold a public hearing on Wednesday, November 28, 2018, at or after 7:30 p.m. at City Hall,
located at 515 Little Canada Road E in the City, to consider a proposal that the City grant host city
approval to the issuance of one or more series of revenue bonds, as taxable or tax-exempt (the “Bonds”),
in the maximum aggregate principal amount of $13,000,000 by the City of Vadnais Heights, Minnesota
(the “City of Vadnais Heights”) under Minnesota Statutes, Sections 469.152 through 469.1655, as
amended (the “Act”), and Minnesota Statutes, Section 471.656, as amended, for the benefit of AFSA
Building Company, a Minnesota nonprofit corporation (the “Company”), and AFSA High School, doing
business as Academy for Sciences & Agriculture (formerly The Agricultural and Food Sciences
Academy), a Minnesota nonprofit corporation (the “School”). The proceeds derived from the sale of the
Bonds are proposed to be loaned to the Company and applied by the Company to: (i) redeem and prepay
certain outstanding bonds issued by the City of Vadnais Heights in 2004 to finance the acquisition,
construction, and equipping of an approximately 45,000 square foot grade nine through twelve education
facility located in the City of Vadnais Heights (the “Series 2004 Project”); (ii) finance the acquisition,
renovation, and equipping of an approximately 30,000 square foot existing building located at 2925
County Drive in the City for use as a public charter school for students in pre-kindergarten through eighth
grade (the “Series 2018 Project”); (iii) fund a debt service reserve fund to secure the timely payment of
the Bonds; (iv) pay a portion of the interest on the Bonds; and (v) pay a portion of the costs of issuing the
Bonds. The Series 2004 Project and the Series 2018 Project will be owned by the Company and leased to
and operated by the School.
The Bonds will be special, limited obligations of the City of Vadnais Heights, and the Bonds and
interest thereon will be payable solely from the revenues and assets pledged to the payment thereof. No
holder of any Bonds will ever have the right to compel any exercise of the taxing power of the City to pay
the Bonds or the interest thereon, nor to enforce payment against any property of the City. The Bonds are
to be payable solely from revenues and security provided by the Borrower to the City of Vadnais Heights
and pledged to the payment of the Bonds. Before issuing the Bonds, the City of Vadnais Heights will
enter into an agreement with the Borrower, whereby the Borrower will be obligated to make payments at
least sufficient at all times to pay the principal of and interest on the Bonds when due.
At the time and place fixed for the public hearing, the City Council will give all persons who
appear at the hearing an opportunity to express their views with respect to the proposal. In addition,
interested persons may direct any questions or file written comments respecting the proposal with the City
Administrator, at or prior to said public hearing.
Dated: [Date of Publication]
BY ORDER OF THE CITY COUNCIL OF THE
CITY OF LITTLE CANADA, MINNESOTA
/s/ Chris Heineman
City Administrator
City of Little Canada, Minnesota
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STAFF REPORT
TO:

Mayor Keis and Members of the City Council

FROM:

Colleen Schoenecker, SCORE Grant Administrator

DATE:

October 25, 2018

RE:

2019 Municipal SCORE Funding Grant Application

The City of Little Canada receives SCORE funding from Ramsey County Public Health that is used to support our
waste reduction and recycling-related activities/services in Little Canada. Staff is requesting authorization to
submit the grant application for the 2019 SCORE funding.
The 2019 Municipal SCORE Grant available for Little Canada is $28,517.00.
City staff is recommending the Council authorize approval for submission of the SCORE grant application and
execution of grant agreement by the City Administrator.

SCORE GRANT APPLICATION SURVEY
ANNUAL | 2019

City of Little Canada

Please refer to the 2019 SCORE Application Instructions for more information on completing this application.
All items must be submitted for the application to be complete.

Step 1
Municipality:
City of Little Canada
Contact Person:
Colleen Schoenecker
Address:
515 Little Canada Road E.
Phone #:
651-766-4038
Email:
colleen.schoenecker@littlecanadamn.org
Population:
9,773

Source of
population data:
U.S. Census

SCORE grant base funding amount ($):
23,954.00
Incentive funding amount ($):
4,563.00
Total grant request ($):
28,517.00
Is this estimated or finalized amount?
Estimated Amount
Finalized Amount
The following expenses are eligible for SCORE reimbursement. Check the box(es) next to the budget categories this SCORE funding will be
spent:
Administration
Promotion Activities
Equipment
Collection of Recyclables
Organics Collection

Step 2
Review your 2019 Recycling Performance Work Plan.
The work plan below outlines the minimum requirements for your recycling program. Please review each requirement carefully.

2019 Recycling Performance Work Plan - Minimum Requirements
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1. Complete all 2019 SCORE requirements, including reporting on time and submitting a mid-year status report.
2. Provide outreach to all residents about the municipality’s recycling program and submit copies of materials to Ramsey County.
3. Use Ramsey County materials and information when and where appropriate to promote increased recycling, reuse and repair (e.g.,
Fix-it Clinics), medicine collection, household hazardous waste, organic waste and yard waste participation.
a. Send materials to Ramsey County for review prior to distribution.
b. Include county contact information on materials:
i. 24/7 Recycling & Disposal Hotline: 651-633-EASY (3279)
ii. RamseyRecycles.com
c. Provide links to the Ramsey County web pages on municipality website.
4. Use hauler data to identify those not recycling and target educational materials
5. Ensure all multi-unit properties are meeting State law requirements to recycle and are receiving free Ramsey County resources.
Verify through county database property information.
6. Increase opportunities for recycling in public spaces.
a. All recycling bins must be paired with a trash bin and in good condition.
b. Labels must be readable.
c. Promote Ramsey County’s event container lending program and green event planning tips.
7. Implement a “Green” purchasing procurement policy for city functions and facilities to use reusable, recyclable or compostable
packaging.
8. Ensure the collection of textiles is available to all residents through special collection or drop-off opportunities.
9. Enforce recycling contracts, including the assessment of penalties for non-compliance.
a. Audit reporting by obtaining hauler weight tickets.
b. Have labels replaced if not readable.
10. Attend County Recycling Coordinator meetings and attend a yearly composition study.
I have reviewed and understand the minimum requirements. *

Do you have additional strategies to add to the work plan?
Yes
No

Step 3
In addition to base funding, the municipality is eligible to receive up to two optional incentive payments.
To receive one incentive payment, the municipality must implement one incentive option below. To receive two incentive payments, the
municipality must implement two incentive options below.
You are eligible to receive up to two payments. Each payment is worth ($):
2,281.00
Would you like to apply for incentive funding?
Yes
No
Identify up to 2 Incentive Options. The option(s) identified will become part of the Recycling Performance Work Plan: *
Bulky Waste Collection. Establish an efficient and effective program to provide collection of bulky waste items from single family
homes at no cost or a discounted price and that also prioritizes recycling and/or reuse.
Engage Small Businesses. Include small businesses in curbside recycling services and actively engage those businesses to
participate in the service.
Promote BizRecycling. Actively work with and promote BizRecycling to businesses and institutions in collaboration with
Ramsey/Washington Recycling & Energy for organics recycling and food waste reduction programs.
Organics drop-off site. Co-sponsor an organics drop-off site with the county (for suburban cities only).
Additional qualifying activity. Must be approved beforehand by Ramsey County.
Please briefly describe how you will implement your chosen incentive(s).
Through the City's Organized Collection contract residents from single family and duplex residential homes have bulky item
collection. This is a reduced monthly rate that allows each household disposal of three bulky items a year. In addition, the City has
negotiated reduced bulky item disposal rates by certain household item for collection of four or more items at the curb. Bulky items are
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collected weekly at the curb. The City will work with Ramsey County to increase promotion of BizRecycling. Avenues for promotion
include: 1) website; 2) newsletter; and/or 3) the Fire Marshal could distribute promotional materials during annual inspection at
businesses and institutions.

Step 4
Municipal recycling budget.
After saving this application you will be asked to attach a copy of your 2019 municipal budget for ALL recycling activities, including ALL
funding sources. If a 2019 budget has not been adopted yet, attach the most recent draft.
If the budget doesn’t list ALL expenditures and revenues specific to recycling, add a supplemental table to identify this information.
A final copy of the adopted 2019 budget must be submitted by January 15, 2019.
Other Attachments
1. A resolution from your governing body requesting 2019 SCORE funding OR a certified copy of the official proceedings at which the
request was approved.
2. Verification of Compliance with Minnesota Statute 115A.471 and 115A.46.
Please download the Waste Verification document here. You will be prompted to upload a completed Waste Verification document after
saving this application.

Step 5
I certify that this document was prepared under my direction or supervision and that the information is true, accurate and complete to
the best of my knowledge. *

Name: *
Colleen Schoenecker
Title: *
Recycling Coordinator

FILE ATTACHMENTS
Click the 'Upload File' button to attach supporting documents as required.
* Maximum file size is 5 MB.

1. Municipal recycling budget: *
2019 Budget.xlsx
2. Resolution from your governing body requesting SCORE funding:

3. Certified copy of the official proceedings at which the request was approved:

4. Verification of Compliance with Minnesota Statute 115A.471 and 115A.46: *
Contract Requirement for Disposal.docx
Response created on: Oct 5, 2018 at 12:59 PM CDT by terese.bordeau@CO.RAMSEY.MN.US
Response last updated on: Oct 25, 2018 at 02:32 PM CDT by lauri.pickett@ci.little-canada.mn.us
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STAFF REPORT
TO:

Mayor Keis and Members of City Council

FROM:

Heidi Heller, City Clerk

DATE:

October 26, 2018

RE:

Off-Site Gambling Permit for Little Canada Recreation Association

The Little Canada Recreation Association has submitted an application for off-site gambling for
a raffle and tipboards at their annual ice fishing contest at Gervais Lake Beach on Saturday,
February 2, 2019. All application materials are in order.
Staff recommends the Council approve an off-site gambling license for Little Canada Recreation
Association on February 2, 2019.

Memo
TO:

Mayor Keis & Members of the City Council

FROM:

Lee Elfering, City Engineer

DATE:

October 26, 2018

RE:

2019 Street & Utility Improvements Project
Authorize Informational Meetings & Feasibility Report

In the continued effort to proactively address ongoing street maintenance, staff has
included streets in the 2019 budget for improvement. The streets that are being
considered are provided below along with a short description of the proposed
improvement:
County Road D – Edgerton Street to Greenbrier Street
This project will be a joint project between Ramsey County, Little Canada,
and Vadnais Heights. The proposed improvements include installation of
a sidewalk from Edgerton Street to Payne Avenue and the full
reconstruction of the road to an urban section with concrete curb and
gutter, storm sewer, and sidewalk from Payne Avenue to Greenbrier
Street.
Greenbrier Street - County Road D to Labore Road
The proposed improvement is the reconstruction of the roadway to an
urban section with concrete curb and gutter and storm sewer.
As with all the previous street improvement projects, a portion of the project cost would
be assessed in accordance with the City’s assessment policy to the adjacent benefiting
properties. The assessing of public improvements requires that the Minnesota Statutes
Chapter 429 process for local improvements be followed. A required step in this process
is the preparation of a feasibility study to ensure that the project is necessary, cost
effective, and feasible from an engineering standpoint. Therefore at this time we are
requesting that the City Council authorize preparation of a feasibility study for the 2019
Street Improvements Project.
It has been the City’s practice to hold a public informational meeting with abutting
property owners to discuss the proposed improvements and receive input and feedback.
This informational meeting is not a requirement of the 429 process, but is valuable in
gauging public support for the project and making adjacent property owners aware that
an improvement is being proposed. We would also like to request authorization to
conduct these public informational meetings in order to include the information in the
feasibility report.
If you have any questions please feel free to call me at 763-780-0450 Ext. 3.
10062 Flanders Court NE – Blaine, MN 55449 – (763) 780-0450 fax (763) 205-2341
Z:\PROJ\120215E - 2019 Street Improvements\0030\Memo-102618-CC-Info Meeting Authorization.doc

STAFF REPORT
TO:

Mayor Keis and Members of City Council

FROM:

Chris Heineman, City Administrator

DATE:

October 29, 2018

RE:

Call for Public Hearing on the Issuance of Conduit Debt for Presbyterian Homes

ACTION REQUESTED:
Approval of a Resolution calling for a Public Hearing on the issuance of Health Care Facilities
Revenue Notes and ratifying and affirming the actions taken for the publication of a notice of hearing
(Presbyterian Homes Care Centers, Inc. – Langton Place Project).
SUMMARY REPORT:
The City was approached by a representative of Presbyterian Homes asking if the City of Little Canada
would provide conduit financing to finance the costs of the acquisition, construction, and equipping of
an approximately 50,624 square foot, fifty-bed skilled nursing facility and the demolition of the
existing skilled nursing facility known as Langton Place, located at 1910 County Road D in the City of
Roseville, Minnesota. The Project will be owned and operated by the Borrower. The maximum
estimated principal amount of the notes to be issued to finance the Project is $13,000,000.
As the Council is aware, a municipality has a $10 million annual bank qualified limit for that can be
utilized for this purpose. This same limit would apply to tax exempt financing the City may undertake.
The City of Little Canada has not utilized any of its annual bank qualified limit for 2018.
The City of Little Canada has adopted a policy to charge a 1% issuance fee for conduit debt. This is no
longer feasible in today’s market, and the top end of the range for this type of project is more typically
around .5%. Given that Little Canada does not usually issue debt and that we will have $10 million of
Bank Qualified Debt still available, staff feels this is a good opportunity to generate some additional
revenue with very minimal risk and recommends approval of the Resolution.

MEMORANDUM
BY EMAIL
TO:

Chris Heineman, City of Little Canada City Administrator

FROM:

Catherine J. Courtney

DATE:

September 21, 2018

RE:

Request from Presbyterian Homes for the City to Act as Conduit Issuer

The City of Little Canada has received a request from Presbyterian Homes (the
“Borrower”) that the City act as the conduit issuer for two bond issuances – one in 2018 and one
in 2019 – for a project located in the City of Roseville. The issue in 2018 would be
approximately $10,000,000 to $11,000,000 and would be used to demolish the Langton Place
care center in Roseville and construct a new 50-bed care center in its place. The issue in 2019
would be approximately $35,000,000 for the purpose of refinancing the 2018 issue and to
construct a town center and adjacent 80-unit senior housing facility. This expanded Langton
Place campus will be located on County Road D in Roseville.
The Borrower would like the ability, should the 2018 issue not exceed $10,000,000, to
designate the 2018 Bonds as bank-qualified. It also would prefer to use a single issuer, rather
than two. The issuance of the 2019 Bonds would mean that the issuer could not issue its own
bank-qualified bonds (although it could still issue non-bank-qualified bonds). Roseville expects
to issue bonds for its own purposes in 2019 that it wants to designate as bank-qualified.
Therefore, Roseville prefers not to act as the conduit issuer in this transaction. It is willing to
give host approval and allow another city to act as issuer.
It is my understanding that the City has not issued any governmental or other 501(c)(3)
bonds in 2018 and, therefore, would be able to designate the 2018 Bonds as bank-qualified,
should they not exceed $10,000,000. As noted, the issuance of the 2019 Bonds would eliminate
the City’s ability to designate its own governmental bonds (or another 501(c)(3)’s bonds) as
bank-qualified in 2019. It is my understanding that the City currently does not have plans to
issue any such bonds in 2019, although it could issue bonds that do not necessitate designation as
bank-qualified.
The City has acted as conduit issuer for the Borrower in other transactions in the past.
Most recently in 2014.
The City would receive an issuer’s fee of ¼ of 1% of approximately $35,000,000, for a
total of approximately $87,500.
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The 2018 Bonds would be issued by the end of this year. The 2019 Bonds would be
issued in the fall of 2019.
The Bonds, as issued, shall not constitute a charge, lien, or encumbrance, legal or
equitable, upon any property or funds of the City except the revenues and proceeds pledged to
the payment thereof, nor shall the City be subject to any liability thereon. The holders of the
Bonds shall never have the right to compel any exercise of the taxing power of the City to pay
the outstanding principal on the Bonds or the interest thereon, or to enforce payment thereof
against any property of the City. The Bonds will recite in substance that the Bonds, including
interest thereon, are payable solely from the revenue and proceeds pledged to the payment
thereof. The Bonds shall not constitute a debt of the City within the meaning of any
constitutional or statutory limitation.
Briggs and Morgan will act as the City’s bond counsel and Northland Securities will act
as the underwriter for both transactions.
I understand that you will present this to the City Council at the meeting on September
26 . If the City Council is agreeable to act as conduit issuer, the transaction will proceed fairly
quickly after that in order to be able to close the 2018 Bonds by the end of the year.
th

Please feel free to contact me if you have additional questions or comments. I can be
reached at 612-977-8765 or ccourtney@briggs.com.
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EXTRACT OF MINUTES OF A MEETING OF THE
CITY COUNCIL OF THE CITY OF
LITTLE CANADA, MINNESOTA
Pursuant to due call and notice thereof, a regular meeting of the City Council of the City
of Little Canada, Minnesota was duly held in the City Hall in said City on Monday, October 29,
2018, commencing at 7:30 o’clock P.M.
The following Council members were present:
and the following were absent:
Council member ___________ introduced the following resolution and moved its
adoption:
RESOLUTION NO._______
A RESOLUTION CALLING FOR A PUBLIC HEARING
ON THE ISSUANCE OF HEALTH CARE FACILITIES REVENUE NOTES AND
RATIFYING AND AFFIRMING THE ACTIONS TAKEN FOR
THE PUBLICATION OF A NOTICE OF HEARING
(PRESBYTERIAN HOMES CARE CENTERS, INC. – LANGTON PLACE PROJECT)
WHEREAS, Minnesota Statutes, Sections 469.152 through 469.165, relating to
municipal industrial development (the “Act”), gives municipalities the power to issue revenue
obligations for the purpose of promoting the welfare of the state by the active attraction and
encouragement and development of economically sound industry and commerce to prevent so far
as possible the emergence of blighted and marginal lands and areas of chronic unemployment;
and
WHEREAS, the City of Little Canada, Minnesota (the “City”) has received from
Presbyterian Homes Care Centers, Inc., a Minnesota nonprofit corporation and 501(c)(3)
organization (the “Borrower”), a proposal that the City undertake a program to assist in financing
the “Project” described in the form of Notice of Public Hearing attached hereto as Exhibit A,
through the issuance of revenue notes or other obligations (in one or more series) (the “Notes”)
pursuant to the Act; and
WHEREAS, before proceeding with consideration of the request of the Borrower
it is necessary to hold a public hearing on the proposal pursuant to the Act and to Section 147(f)
of the Internal Revenue Code of 1986, as amended (the “Code”):
NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED by the City Council of Little Canada,
Minnesota, as follows:
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1.
A public hearing on the proposal of the Borrower will be held at the time
and place set forth in the form of Notice of Public Hearing attached hereto as Exhibit A. The
general nature of the Project and an estimate of the aggregate principal amount of revenue notes
or other obligations to be issued to finance the proposal are described in the Notice of Public
Hearing.
2.
The City Administrator of the City and Briggs and Morgan, Professional
Association, Bond Counsel to the City, have heretofore caused the submission of notice of the
hearing for publication in the official newspaper of the City and a newspaper of general
circulation available in the City, not less than 14 days nor more than 30 days prior to the date
fixed for the hearing, substantially in the form of the attached Notice of Public Hearing, which
submission is hereby ratified and affirmed.

Adopted by the City Council of the City of Little Canada, Minnesota, this 29th day of
October, 2018.

The motion for the adoption of the foregoing resolution was duly seconded by member
___________________, and after full discussion thereof and upon vote being taken thereon, the
following voted in favor thereof:

and the following voted against the same:

whereupon said resolution was declared duly passed and adopted.

______________________________
Mayor
ATTEST:
________________________
City Administrator
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STATE OF MINNESOTA
COUNTY OF RAMSEY
CITY OF LITTLE CANADA
I, the undersigned, being the duly qualified and acting City Administrator of the City of
Little Canada, Minnesota, DO HEREBY CERTIFY that I have compared the attached and
foregoing extract of minutes with the original thereof on file in my office, and that the same is a
full, true and complete transcript of the minutes of a meeting of the City Council of said City
duly called and held on the date therein indicated, insofar as such minutes relate to calling for a
public hearing on the City’s revenue notes to finance the acquisition, construction, and equipping
of a new skilled nursing facility.
WITNESS my hand this ____ day of ____________, 2018.

_______________________________________
City Administrator
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EXHIBIT A
NOTICE OF PUBLIC HEARING ON A PROPOSAL
FOR ISSUANCE OF HEALTH CARE FACILITIES REVENUE NOTES
(PRESBYTERIAN HOMES CARE CENTERS, INC. – LANGTON PLACE PROJECT)
Notice is hereby given that a public hearing shall be conducted by the City Council of the
City of Little Canada, Minnesota (the "City"), in City Council chambers at the Little Canada City
Hall, 515 Little Canada Road East, in the City, at 7:30 p.m. on Wednesday, November 14, 2018,
to consider the proposal of Presbyterian Homes Care Centers, Inc., a Minnesota nonprofit
corporation and a 501(c)(3) organization (the “Borrower”), that the City issue revenue notes or
other obligations, in one or more series, pursuant to Minnesota Statutes, Sections 469.152 to
469.165, as amended (the “Act”), in order to finance the cost of a project described below.
The Borrower proposes to finance the costs of the acquisition, construction, and
equipping of an approximately 50,624 square foot, fifty-bed skilled nursing facility and the
demolition of the existing skilled nursing facility known as Langton Place, located at 1910
County Road D in the City of Roseville, Minnesota ( the “Project”), and certain other costs
related to the Project.
The Project will be owned and operated by the Borrower. The maximum estimated
principal amount of the notes to be issued to finance the Project is $13,000,000.
The notes or other obligations, as and when issued, will not constitute a charge, lien, or
encumbrance upon any property of the City, except the Project and the revenues to be derived
from the Project. Such notes or obligations will not be a charge against the City's general credit
or taxing powers, but will be payable from sums to be paid by the Borrower pursuant to a
revenue agreement.
A draft copy of the proposed application to the Commissioner of the Department of
Employment and Economic Development, State of Minnesota, for approval of the Project,
together with all attachments and exhibits thereto, is available for public inspection during
normal business hours, Monday through Friday, in the office of the City Finance Director at the
City Hall in the City.
At the time and place fixed for the public hearing, the City will give all persons who
appear at the hearing an opportunity to express their views with respect to the proposal. In
addition, interested persons may file written comments respecting the proposal with the above
City office at or prior to the public hearing.

BY ORDER OF THE CITY COUNCIL OF THE CITY OF
LITTLE CANADA, MINNESOTA
By Chris Heineman
Its City Administrator
A-1
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STAFF REPORT
TO:

Mayor Keis and Members of City Council

FROM:

Chris Heineman, City Administrator

DATE:

October 26, 2018

RE:

Proposed Economic Development Tax Increment Finance District

ACTION REQUESTED:
The City Council is asked to two actions related to a proposed Economic Development Tax
Increment Finance District:
a. Approve a Resolution Calling for a Public Hearing on November 28, 2018 at 7:30 p.m.
on the Modification to Development District No. 7 and the Establishment of Tax
Increment Financing District No. 7-2
b. Consider Calling a Workshop on Workshop on Wednesday, November 14, 2018 at 6:00
p.m. to Discuss TIF District 7-2
The City Council has held three separate work session meetings related to discuss a request for
business assistance for a proposed economic development project in Little Canada. The proposed
development consists of the acquisition of the approximately 200,000 square-foot Slumberland
distribution facility located in the City at the corner of 35E and 694 on two parcels of land. The
District is being created to facilitate an expansion of the company’s food processing and
distribution capabilities to accommodate growth and meet customer demand.
The overall project will relocate approximately 400 existing jobs to Little Canada and create 160
net new positions over the next five years. The project will require a $25M investment to
acquire the existing facility, up-fit the building to food-grade standards and furniture, fixtures,
equipment and IT. The proposed improvements include approximately 60,000 SF of refrigerated,
cooler and freezer space; 91,000 SF of storage, dock and maintenance; 26,000 SF of processing;
and 20,000 SF of office space.
The developer plans to purchase the existing building and anticipates a total of $14,706,250 in
improvements. The current taxable market value of the property is $8,427,500 ($1,753,500 for
land and $6,674,000 for the building). The Ramsey County Assessor indicated that the property
value will increase by $1,500,000 to $2,000,000 once the upgrades have been completed.
The project has received a Minnesota Job Creation Fund (JCF) award through the MN
Department of Employment and Economic Development. A copy of the award letter is attached
for your review. Also attached is a copy of the proposed schedule and Resolution.

Schedule of Events
City of Little Canada
Ramsey County, Minnesota
For the proposed Modification to the Development Program
for Development District No. 7 and
the proposed establishment of Tax Increment Financing District No. 7-2: Project Surf
(an economic development district)

Draft as of October 12, 2018
ASAP

Project information (property identification numbers and legal descriptions,
detailed project description, maps, but/for statement, and list of sources and uses
of funds) for drafting necessary documentation sent to Ehlers.
Ehlers confirms with the City whether building permits have been issued on the
property to be included in the TIF District.

N/A

Project information submitted to the County Board for review of county road
impacts (at least 45 days prior to public hearing).
*The County Board, by law, has 45 days to review the TIF Plan to determine if
any county roads will be impacted by the development. Because the City staff
believes that the proposed tax increment financing district will require unplanned
county road improvements, the TIF Plan will be forwarded to the County Board
45 days prior to the public hearing.

By October 24, 2018

Ehlers conducts internal review of TIF Plan.

October 26, 2018

Fiscal/economic implications received by School Board Clerk and County Auditor
(at least 30 days prior to public hearing). [Ehlers will fax & mail on or before
October 26, 2018.]

October 29, 2018

City Council adopts a resolution calling for a public hearing on the Modification
to Development District No. 7 and the establishment of Tax Increment Financing
District No. 7-2. [Ehlers sent resolution to the City by October 24, 2018.]

November 8, 2018

Planning Commission reviews the Program Modification and TIF Plan to
determine if they are in compliance with City’s comprehensive plan. [Ehlers will
e-mail information by November 1, 2018]

November 13, 2018

Date of publication of hearing notice and map (at least 10 days but not more than
30 days prior to hearing). [Roseville Review publication deadline November 6,
2018 – Ehlers will submit notice and map to newspaper via email on or before
November 5, 2018.]

Schedule of Events – page 2
City of Little Canada
Ramsey County, Minnesota
For the proposed Modification to the Development Program
for Development District No. 7 and
the proposed establishment of Tax Increment Financing District No. 7-2: Project Surf
(an economic development district)

November 28, 2018

City Council holds public hearing at 7:30 P.M. on the Modification to Development
District No. 7 and the establishment of Tax Increment Financing District No. 72and considers a resolution approving the Program Modification and TIF Plan.
[Ehlers will send Council packet information via email to the City on or before
November 20, 2018.]
City Council passes an Interfund Loan in conjunction with the TIF District.

By June 30, 2019

Ehlers files TIF Plan with the MN Department of Revenue and the Office of the
State Auditor, and requests certification of the TIF District with Ramsey County.

CITY OF LITTLE CANADA
RAMSEY COUNTY
STATE OF MINNESOTA
RESOLUTION NO. _______________
RESOLUTION CALLING FOR A PUBLIC HEARING BY THE CITY COUNCIL
ON THE PROPOSED MODIFICATION TO THE DEVELOPMENT PROGRAM
FOR DEVELOPMENT DISTRICT NO. 7 AND THE PROPOSED
ESTABLISHMENT OF TAX INCREMENT FINANCING DISTRICT NO. 7-2
THEREIN AND THE ADOPTION OF THE TAX INCREMENT FINANCING
PLAN THEREFOR.
BE IT RESOLVED by the City Council (the "Council") for the City of Little Canada, Minnesota (the
"City"), as follows:
Section 1. Public Hearing. This Council shall meet on November 28, 2018, at approximately
7:30 P.M., to hold a public hearing on the proposed Modification to the Development Program for
Development District No. 7, the proposed establishment of Tax Increment Financing District No. 7-2, (an
economic development district), and the proposed adoption of a Tax Increment Financing Plan therefor
(together the “Program and Plan”), all pursuant to and in accordance with Minnesota Statutes, Sections
469.124 to 469.133, and Sections 469.174 to 469.1794, inclusive, as amended, and Minnesota Statutes,
Sections 116J.993 through 116J.995 in an effort to encourage the development and redevelopment of
certain designated areas within the City; and
Section 2. Notice of Public Hearing, Filing of Program and Plan. City staff is authorized and
directed to work with Ehlers & Associates, Inc., to prepare the Program and Plan and to forward documents
to the appropriate taxing jurisdictions including Ramsey County and Independent School District No. 623.
The City Clerk is authorized and directed to cause notice of the hearing, together with an appropriate map as
required by law, to be published at least once in the official newspaper of the City not later than 10, nor
more than 30, days prior to November 28, 2018, and to place a copy of the Program and Plan on file in the
City Clerk's office at City Hall and to make such copy available for inspection by the public.
Dated: October 29, 2018
Adopted:
_________________________________
John T. Keis, Mayor
ATTEST:
___________________________________
Christopher Heineman, City Administrator

STAFF REPORT
TO:

Mayor Keis and Members of City Council

FROM:

Bill Dircks, Public Works Director

DATE:

October 29, 2018

RE:

Apprentice Position Scale Adjustment

ACTION REQUESTED:
Motion to amend the Public Works Apprentice Wage Scale to enable staff to provide an adjustment at
the 1-year anniversary based on demonstrated need and budget.
BACKGROUND:
The City of Little Canada established an apprentice program in 2017 to train and develop part-time
employees and serve the ongoing needs of the Public Works and Parks Department. Alex Evenson
was hired as an Apprentice worker November 1, 2017. Mr. Evenson has developed into an excellent
employee and has received rave reviews from Public Works & Parks Department Supervisors as well
as the rest of the crew.
Mr. Evenson is currently at the six-month step of the Public Works Apprentice pay scale at $15.25 per
hour. Alex has also obtained his Class B Commercial Driver’s License and has displayed enough
knowledge and ability to be added to the on-call rotation, which earned him additional pay increases.
He is also eligible for another step increase of $0.75 at his 1-year anniversary, at which point he would
be paid $16.75. With the budgeted Cost of Living Adjustment for 2019 factored in, Mr. Evenson will
be paid $17.25 per hour in 2019.
The apprentice program was initially established to use an apprentice in lieu of a seasonal so that we
had an additional year-round employee and we could develop potential full time employee prospects.
It has come to our attention that Mr. Evenson has been applying for full time public works jobs with
other cities. If this were a typical Apprentice scenario, I would be totally fine with that and consider it
an indication of a successful program. In this case however, we are currently short one full-time
employee. In an effort to retain Mr. Evenson, staff is recommending that the Apprentice Pay Scale be
adjusted at the 1-year anniversary on November 1, 2018 to bring the hourly wage to $20.00 per hour.
In order to accomplish this, staff recommends amending the Public Works Apprentice wage scale to
enable staff to provide an adjustment at the 1-year anniversary provided the need is apparent and it
works with the budget. This way, the entire scale does not have to be amended and then changed back
in the future. This allows some room for extraordinary cases. A revised wage scale is shown below.

Proposed Wage Scale
Public Works Apprentice
2017/2018 Scale:





Start

6 Months

14.75

15.25

1
16.00

2

3

16.75

17.50

Employee can earn additional $.25 per hour by obtaining Class B commercial driver’s license
Employee can earn additional $.50 per hour by becoming qualified to be on call and taking a turn in
the on call rotation (with at least six months experience)
Wage scale may be adjusted at the 1-year anniversary based on demonstrated need and budget

The impact on the budget would be minor as the benefit package would not change and only one third
of his wages are taken from the general fund (the remaining 67% is taken from the water and sewer
funds). The general fund impact would be approximately $250 plus potential overtime and on-call
wages for the remainder of 2018 and $2,400 in 2019 plus potential overtime an on-call wages. Staff
has confirmed that the General Fund can absorb the expected increases in both years.
If approved, staff anticipates that the City would advertise and hire a full-time Public Works employee
in late-2019, which Mr. Evenson would be encouraged to apply for but would not be guaranteed. As
was stated when the Apprentice position was created, we would have to advertise the position and go
through the full hiring process but Mr. Evenson should be well qualified for the position if he chooses
to apply. The proposed adjustment to $20.00 per hour would bring the current wage more in line with
the starting wage of $22.92 for the full-time public works position.
STAFF RECOMMENDATION:
Staff recommends that the City Council approve a motion to amend the Public Works Apprentice
Wage Scale to enable staff to provide a wage adjustment to the Public Works Apprentice position at
the 1-year anniversary based on demonstrated need and budget.

STAFF REPORT
TO:

Mayor Keis and Members of the City Council

FROM:

Bryce Shearen, Parks & Recreation/Community Services Manager

DATE:

October 25, 2018

RE:

Spooner Park Playground Equipment

ACTION TO BE CONSIDERED:
Motion to approve and accept grant funds from GameTime for Spooner Park Playground
Equipment in the amount of $84,205.00 & Authorize Payment for Balance of Equipment Costs
up to $107,875.25.
BACKGROUND:
The Spooner Playground was originally budgeted to be replaced in 2017. Staff began the
process of getting playground proposals from different vendors. Shortly after, Council directed
staff to hold off on the project until the completion of the Parks Master Plan, to make sure that
the playground upgrade would fit with the master plan. One common theme was that the new
playground should comply with the Americans with Disabilities Act (ADA) standards to be
accessible to people with disabilities. In discussions with staff and through the initial planning
process, some issues were identified with the playground area. Those issues were grade
challenges, ADA accessibility (around the playground and getting to the playground from the
current parking lot), the age of the current containers, and location. At the April 11, 2018, the
City Council approved the City Engineer, Lee Elfering to conduct a feasibility study of the area
to gain a better understanding of site and the ability to give staff, the Parks & Recreation
Commission, and the City Council more information to make a better-informed decision of what
should be done in that area.
After the completion of the study, it was determined that the current playground containers and
the bituminous path network around the shelter and the path to the existing play areas do not
meet ADA standards. These findings were presented at the September 6, 2018, Parks &
Recreation Commission meeting. In keeping in line with the goals and vision of the Parks
Master Plan of having ADA accessibility and more inclusive playgrounds and parks, the
Commission felt that it would be best to explore the option to create a new, level container for
the new playground equipment. Both Canadian Days and the Little Canada Recreation
Association (LCRA) were invited to participate in the conversation of a new container and
location. Canadian Days affirmed that the potential new location of the playground container
would not affect their operation and the LCRA said they would be interested in contributing
funds but would like to see a playground with inclusive play features and ADA accessibility.
Staff started to explore and research the size, shape, and location of a new container for the
playground equipment. Staff was also researching new equipment and a grant opportunity was

identified through the playground manufacturer GameTime. Staff had vetted GameTime
playground equipment back when the equipment was scheduled for replacement in spring 2017.
Staff thought that GameTime products were superior to the other companies with many new
features. The original design that Minnesota/Wisconsin Playground (GameTime vendor) drafted
for the replacement within the current containers was also the favorite of the students we had
polled at Arbor Day. When staff became aware of the grant option, it seemed to be a great
opportunity to submit an application and take advantage of the available grant funds.
Staff presented the grant opportunity to the Parks & Recreation Commission at their October 4,
2018 meeting. Staff indicated that the timeline to submit for grant funding would need to be
done in a short period of time and that the deadline was before their next meeting. The
Commission unanimously thought that this opportunity was worth exploring and that they were
willing to offer input and comments via alternative communication methods. The Parks &
Recreation Commission provided a list of features they would like to see included provided by
multiple stakeholders including resident and park users. The Commission wanted a separate play
area designed for 2-5-year-old kids and an area designed for 5-12-year-old kids. They also
wanted the playground to be ADA accessible and incorporate elements for all-inclusive play.
They recommended that the playground include a range of height elements with ropes and
bridges, have an Earth Tone color scheme that fit with the surrounding area, and features that are
unique to the area and not like other nearby parks. They wanted a unique playground the Little
Canada residents will be proud of for the next twenty-plus years.
Based on that information, staff was able to come up with a couple of different options for a
playground equipment. Through polling and feedback from the Parks & Recreation
Commission, the results were unanimous support for one of the 2-5-year-old playgrounds and a
5-2 majority vote for “Jagger’s Journey” playground (see attached images). These play areas
were able to incorporate all of the features that were identified by the Commission that would
make this playground unique and a ‘very cool’ addition to the park.
Staff submitted for the grant with the above playground equipment list on the application. The
grant was offering up to 100% matching funds through the program. If successful, the City of
Little Canada was eligible to receive up to $86,922 in matching funds toward the purchase of
play equipment. The City was awarded a grant in the amount of $84,205.00. That is a
substantial reduction in cost.
From the terms of the grant, the City must pay for and take possession of the equipment in 2018.
Staff is confident that there is indoor space available for the equipment to be stored until next
spring. The crates and visible equipment will be inspected upon arrival, but if defects or missing
pieces are found during the install process, those items will be covered under the warranty.
The swings are an additional feature that was not part of the grant funding. The cost of the
swings and equipment are $8,280.18. It would be beneficial to order the swings with the
playground equipment at this time to save on freight charges.
The color palettes of the playground equipment are provided in the attached documents. From
the feedback from the Parks & Recreation Commission and staff members, staff is
recommending that the larger 5-12 play structure be the ‘Bayou’ color palette and the 2-5 play

area be the ‘Shine’ color palette, which will complement the larger structure and bring in some
color that will be inviting to the 2-5 year-old playground users.
OTHER RELATED WORK:
With the grade and ADA accessibility issues, other site work will need to be done, including:
• Site Preparation
• Concrete Container
• Sidewalk
• Trail Work
• Safety Surface
• Installation Costs
Those costs are yet to be finalized, but estimated amounts for the above work are $175,000.
Staff will continue to work on finalizing those numbers. One area that may offer a significant
costs savings is in the installation costs. Staff is looking into completing this project with a
community build. Approximately 90-100 people would need to commit one weekend and with
the help of two professional installers and there would be substantial savings on the installation
costs. Nonetheless, staff will continue to make sure everything is ready for this project to start
right away in the spring of 2019.
SOURCE OF FUNDS:
$285,000 has been budgeted for the entire project from the General Capital Improvement Fund
(400) with $140,000 from the 10% FUND (400) being transferred into the General Capital
Improvement Fund to offset the cost.
STAFF RECOMMENDATIONS:
Staff recommends the City Council approve and accept grant funds from GameTime for the
Spooner Park Playground Equipment in the amount of $84,205.00 & Authorize Payment for the
Balance of Equipment Costs up to $107,875.25.
ATTACHMENTS:
• Spooner Park Playground Plan
• Equipment Design and Features
• Color Palettes
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AREA COMPARISON
Existing Containers
Large Container
Small Container
Total

3,570 sf
1,615 sf
5,185 sf

Area shown for container redesign Shown with 6-foot wide concrete sidewalk.
Approximately 7,200 sf in Play Area.

2-5 YEAR OLD
PLAY AREA

OPTION: B
MODEL #: PT15394
PRICE: $20,726.00

B

Model Number: PT15394
Use Z
Zone:
one: 33' x 29'
Fall Height: 4'
Age Gr
Groups:
oups: 2 to 5 Years
Number o
off Childr
Children:
en: 40-45

Features and Benefits
PrimeTime is a perfect choice for schools, early learning centers, faith-based
organizations and more. With a full range of climbers, slides, ladders and
play activities, PrimeTime systems can be configured for any space and any
budget, without compromising play or play value.

Key C
Components:
omponents: Plastic Roof, Zip Slide,
GT Jams
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B
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5-12 YEAR OLD
PLAY AREA

OPTION: B
MODEL #: JAGGER’S JOURNEY
PRICE: $153,118.00

Jagger’s Journey

B

Create play opportunities for people of all
abilities with this sensory-rich inclusive play
system. The system includes accessible
routes of travel throughout the structure, as
well as plenty of interactive auditory, visual,
and tactile sensors. This play system was
designed using the 7 Principles of Inclusive
Playground Design found in the Me2
guidebook, developed by PlayCore…

Designing award-winning playgrounds since 1929.

Features and Benefits:
Complete turnkey inclusive design with
play system for ages 5 to 12
ShadowPlay Sky Flower is a fun,
interactive and accessible sensory
activity
Freestanding play activities shown in
photo not included

Certified Installer Network - GameTime trained for
GameTime playgrounds.

Model: PS18019
Use Zone: 48' X 81'
Fall Height: 8'
Age Group: 5 to 12 Years
Number of Children: 130-135
Limited Lifetime Warranty on uprights,
hardware and connections. Visit
gametime.com/warranty for full warranty
information

Complies with ASTM standards before it leaves the
factory.

B

B

PICTURES
A FEW FEATURES OF
JAGGER’S JOURNEY
• River Rock
• Shadow Play
• Sensory Wave Climber
• Rock N Raft

5-12
Play Structure
Color Palette

Bayou
Uprights - Spring Greeen

Plastic - Champagne

Metal - Bronze

Decks - Brown

A
Shine
Uprights - Sky Blue

Plastic - Orange

Metal - Spring Green

Decks - Brown

B
Jovial
Uprights - Burgandy

Plastic - Spring Green

Metal - Butterscotch

Decks - Blue

AGREEMENT FOR
LAW ENFORCEMENT SERVICES

This is an Agreement between the County of Ramsey (hereinafter referred to as the "COUNTY"), and the
City of Little Canada (hereinafter referred to as the "MUNICIPALITY"), to provide law enforcement
services to the MUNICIPALITY for the period commencing January 1, 2019.
WHEREAS, the COUNTY has a statutory obligation to provide police protection within Ramsey County;
and
WHEREAS, the COUNTY has previously contracted to provide law enforcement services to the cities of
Arden Hills, Falcon Heights, Little Canada, North Oaks, Shoreview, Vadnais Heights, and to White Bear
Township (hereinafter collectively referred to as the "MUNICIPALITIES"), and
WHEREAS, the MUNICIPALITY has determined that it is in the best interests of the MUNICIPALITY
to continue to contract with the COUNTY for law enforcement services, thereby allowing for the allocation
of overhead and other administrative costs over a larger population; and
WHEREAS, the parties to this Agreement intend to contract for law enforcement functions within the
political boundaries of the MUNICIPALITY through the Ramsey County Sheriff; and
WHEREAS, the COUNTY is agreeable to rendering such services on the terms and conditions hereinafter
set forth; and
WHEREAS, such contracts are authorized and provided for by the provisions of
Minnesota Statutes Sections 471.59 and 436.05, and Laws 1959, Chapter 372.
NOW, THEREFORE, IN CONSIDERATION OF the mutual undertakings set forth herein, the COUNTY
and the MUNICIPALITY agree as follows:
A.

SCOPE OF SERVICES
1.
The COUNTY agrees, through the Ramsey County Sheriff's Office, to provide law
enforcement services to the MUNICIPALITY which will include, but not be limited to,
the following:
a.
Patrol services with random patrolling of residential areas, businesses, parks,
and other public property areas;
b.
Enforcement of Minnesota State Statutes and the ordinances of the
MUNICIPALITY;
c.
Traffic enforcement including the regular use of radar or laser as a speed
deterrent;
d.
Crime prevention programs such as Neighborhood Watch, as well as other
business and residential crime prevention programs;
e.
Criminal investigative and crime scene processing services;
f.
Follow up on reported crimes with persons who reported the crime including
routine notification by telephone or mail as to the status of the investigation;
g.
Responses to medical, fire, and other emergencies;
h.
Coordination of volunteer programs such as the Community Affairs Officer and
Reserve Programs;

1

i.

j.
k.
l.

Driver's license inspections, background checks and license enforcement
services as called for under applicable state law and ordinances of the
MUNICIPALITY;
Special event traffic patrol and patrol services for community festivals or
other special events; and
Attendance at Public Safety or City Council meetings as requested by the
MUNICIPALITY; and
Animal control services.

2.

The manner and standards of performance, the discipline of officers, and other matters
incident to the provision of services under this Agreement, and the control of personnel
so employed, shall be subject solely to the control of the COUNTY. In the event of a
dispute between the parties as to the extent of the duties and functions to be rendered
hereunder, or the level or manner of performance of such service, the determination
thereof made by the Sheriff of the COUNTY shall be final and conclusive as between the
parties hereto, subject however, to the provisions of Section A.3. herein.

3.

In the event the MUNICIPALITY, through its elected body or authorized agent, notifies
the COUNTY that the MUNICIPALITY is dissatisfied with the assignment of personnel
for the performance of services under this Agreement and requests a change in personnel,
the COUNTY shall make every effort to effect a change in the assignment of personnel,
provided that such a change does not jeopardize the ability of the COUNTY to provide
services to other areas of Ramsey County in a timely and efficient manner.

4.

Services shall be provided 24 hours per day and shall be performed by the number of
deputies and other personnel budgeted for in the COUNTY'S Approved Budget for these
services to the MUNICIPALITIES.

5.

To facilitate the COUNTY'S performance pursuant to this Agreement, the
MUNICIPALITY agrees that the COUNTY shall have full cooperation and assistance
from the MUNICIPALITY, its officers, agents and employees. The MUNICIPALITY
shall designate a liaison to the Ramsey County Sheriff's Office. The liaison shall attend
meetings of the Sheriffs Contract Communities Committee and shall represent its
respective MUNICIPALITY at the meetings. The purpose of these meetings is to
develop short-term and long range plans and to coordinate and analyze police service, to
develop budget parameters for distributing costs among the MUNICIPALITIES, and
other related public service issues. The Sheriff's Contract Communities Committee shall
also review any disputes which arise between the MUNICIPALITIES and/or Sheriff's
Office and recommend a resolution.

6.

The COUNTY shall furnish and supply all necessary labor, supervision, equipment,
communication facilities and dispatching, and supplies necessary to provide services
pursuant to this Agreement.

7.

All deputy sheriffs, clerks, and all other COUNTY personnel performing duties
pursuant to this Agreement shall at all times be considered employees of the
COUNTY for all purposes.

8.

The name of each of the MUNICIPALITIES that contract with the Sheriff's Office for
law enforcement services shall be affixed to all squad cars and other major pieces of
equipment used primarily within these MUNICIPALITIES.
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B.

ASSUMPTION OF LIABILITIES/INSURANCE
1.
Except as otherwise provided, the MUNICIPALITY shall not be called
upon to assume any liability for the direct payment of any salaries, wages, or other
compensation to any COUNTY personnel performing services pursuant to this
Agreement for said MUNICIPALITY, and the COUNTY hereby assumes said liabilities.
2.

Except as herein otherwise specified, the MUNICIPALITY shall not be liable for
compensation or indemnity to any COUNTY employee for injury or sickness arising out
of the performance of services pursuant to this Agreement, and the COUNTY hereby
agrees to hold harmless the MUNICIPALITY against any such claim.

3.

The MUNICIPALITY, its officers, and employees, shall not be deemed to assume any
liability for the intentional or negligent acts of the COUNTY or the COUNTY'S
employees performing services pursuant to this Agreement, and the COUNTY shall
hold the MUNICIPALITY, its officers, and employees harmless from and shall defend
and indemnify the MUNICIPALITY, its officers, and employees against any claim for
damages arising out of the COUNTY'S performance of services pursuant to this
Agreement.

4.

The COUNTY, its officers, and employees shall not be deemed to assume any liability
for intentional or negligent acts of the MUNICIPALITY or of any other officers, agent or
employee thereof, and the MUNICIPALITY shall hold the COUNTY and its officers and
employees harmless from, and shall defend and indemnify the COUNTY and its officers
and employees against any claim for damages arising out of the
MUNICIPALITY'S performance of its obligations pursuant to this Agreement.

5.

The COUNTY agrees to maintain, during the term of this Agreement, automobile,
general liability, workers' compensation, and professional liability insurance in amounts
deemed appropriate by the COUNTY. The COUNTY shall name the MUNICIPALITY
as an additional insured on these policies except for the workers' compensation policy.
The MUNICIPALITY agrees to pay, as a part of the actual cost as provided in Section 6
below, a pro rata share of the COUNTY'S insurance costs. These costs shall include the
costs for any assessments and credits for any dividends by participating in any insurance
pools or trusts. The COUNTY may elect to self-insure all or any portion of these risks. If
the COUNTY cannot obtain insurance and/or elects to self-insure, the MUNICIPALITY
shall pay a pro rata share of the costs of self-insurance, based on each
MUNICIPALITY'S share of the approved annual budget. Insurance costs as they relate to
insurance coverage shall include premiums and deductibles. Costs of self-insurance shall
include reserves, claims and damage payments, and administration costs required to
maintain self-insurance.

6.

The MUNICIPALITY acknowledges that the COUNTY may, in an effort to provide the
best insurance coverage at the most economical cost, become a member of the
Minnesota Counties Insurance Trust or some similar organization; and the
MUNICIPALITY further acknowledges that membership in such an organization may be
for a fixed minimum term and may expose the COUNTY to some type of contingent
cost liability, such as debts, obligations and liabilities, in the event that the COUNTY
withdraws its membership. The MUNICIPALITY agrees to reimburse the COUNTY for
the MUNICIPALITY'S pro rata share of any such contingent cost liability arising during
the term of this Agreement for Law Enforcement Services and assessed against the
COUNTY. Upon notification to the COUNTY of any such contingent cost liability, the
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COUNTY will notify the MUNICIPALITY in a timely manner.
C.

D.

TERM OF AGREEMENT/TERMINATION
1.
The term of this Agreement shall commence on January 1, 2019, and shall
continue through December 31, 2021 ("Term").
2.

If either party intends not to renew this Agreement at the end of its Term, the party must
notify the other party and other MUNICIPALITIES in writing at least nine (9) calendar
months prior to the end of the contract Term. If either party has not approved a successor
agreement at the end of the Term, the COUNTY will continue to provide law
enforcement services in accordance with this Agreement.

3.

Either party may terminate this Agreement at the end of a calendar year and prior to the
end of the Term of the Agreement by notifying the other party to this Agreement and the
other MUNICIPALITIES in writing of their intent to terminate the Agreement at least
nine (9) calendar months prior to the end of the calendar year.

4.

Notice to the COUNTY shall be given to the County Manager and Ramsey County
Sheriff, and Notice to the MUNICIPALITY shall be given to the MUNICIPALITY'S
City Manager. Notice to the other MUNICIPALITIES will be given in accordance with
the notice provisions of the contracts between the COUNTY and the other
MUNICIPALITIES.

COST AND PAYMENT
1.
The MUNICIPALITY agrees to pay the COUNTY the actual cost of providing all
services covered by this Agreement. Actual cost shall mean the MUNICIPALITY'S pro
rata share of the COUNTY'S total cost of providing patrol and police protection services
as described in this Agreement to the MUNICIPALITIES with which the COUNTY
has agreements for the current contract year, including, but not limited to the following:
salaries of employees engaged in performing said services, including vacation and sick
leave; mileage; uniforms; public employees retirement contributions; workers'
compensation, automobile, general liability and police professional liability insurance
costs or the cost of self-insurance; general overhead, including indirect expenses and
supplies, radio unit expense, and health and welfare expense. The term "costs" as used
herein shall not include items of expense attributable to services or facilities normally
provided or available to all cities within the COUNTY as part of the COUNTY'S
obligation to enforce state law. Computation of actual costs hereunder shall be made by
the Ramsey County Finance Department based on information provided by the Sheriff.
2.

During the term of this Agreement, the COUNTY shall annually submit a Budget
Estimate for the following year of services to the
MUNICIPALITY no later than August l of the current year. Said Budget Estimate will
be for the limited purpose of better enabling the MUNICIPALITY to estimate its annual
budget and tax levy. It is understood by the parties to this Agreement that said Budget
Estimate shall in no way prevent the COUNTY from charging its actual costs.

3.

If the MUNICIPALITY does not allocate the necessary funding for its
proportionate share of the COUNTY'S Approved Budget to the MUNICIPALITIES for a
given year, the MUNICIPALITY and the COUNTY must meet by January 31 of the
budget year in question to review and reach agreement on modifications to service levels
provided by the COUNTY that are consistent with the MUNICIPALITY'S budget and
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that recognize the impact of these service level changes to other MUNICIPALITIES that
contract with the COUNTY for these services.
4.

E.

Unless the COUNTY and MUNICIPALITY have reached agreement pursuant to the
prior paragraph for a change in the MUNICIPALITY'S contribution, the COUNTY shall
bill the MUNICIPALITY on a monthly basis in advance in an amount equal to onetwelfth (1/12) of the Budget Estimate for services to the MUNICIPALITY. The
MUNICIPALITY shall pay the COUNTY within 45 days of receipt of the
monthly statement. At the close of the contract year, the COUNTY will reconcile the
current year Budget Estimate and current year actual costs, shall provide a copy of
the current year actual cost to the MUNICIPALITY, and shall either give a credit
to the MUNICIPALITY or bill the MUNICIPALITY for additional costs in excess
of the Budget Estimate.

GENERAL PROVISIONS
1.
Notice to the COUNTY shall be given to the County Manager and Ramsey County
Sheriff, and Notice to the MUNICIPALITY shall be given to the MUNICIPALITY'S
City Manager. Notice to the other MUNICIPALITIES will be given in accordance
with the notice provisions of the contracts between the COUNTY and the
other MUNICIPALITIES.
2.

It is understood that prosecutions for violations of ordinances or state statutes, together
with disposition of all fines collected pursuant thereto, shall be in accordance with state
statutes, state rules, and judicial orders.

3.

The Ramsey County Sheriff’s Office shall submit to the MUNICIPALITY quarterly
activity reports detailing the activities of the Sheriff’s Office under this agreement within
the MUNICIPALITY. Said reports shall contain, at a minimum, the number of calls
answered and the number of citations issued. However, no information will be provided
which would violate the State Data Practices Act.

4.

The MUNICIPALITY may contract with the COUNTY for additional law enforcement
services above and beyond those provided in this Agreement.

5.

Any alterations, variations, modifications, or waivers of provisions of this Agreement
shall only be valid when they have been reduced to writing, signed by authorized
representatives of the COUNTY and the MUNICIPALITY and attached to the
original of this Agreement.
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IN WITNESS WHEREOF, the MUNICIPALITY, by resolution duly adopted by its Council has
caused this Agreement to be signed by Mayor John Keis and City Administrator Chris Heineman, and the
seal of the MUNICIPALITY to be affixed hereto on the _________of __________, 2018 and the
COUNTY, by resolution of its Board of County Commissioners, has caused this Agreement to be signed
by the Chair and Chief Clerk of said Board on the _______ day of ___________________.

COUNTY OF RAMSEY

CITY OF LITTLE CANADA

By:____________________________
Jim McDonough, Chair
Board of Ramsey County Commissioners

By:____________________________
John T. Keis, Mayor

By:____________________________
Janet Guthrie, Chief Clerk
Board of Ramsey County Commissioners

By:____________________________
Christopher Heineman
City Administrator

APPROVAL RECOMMENDED:
By:____________________________
Jack Serier
Sheriff of Ramsey County

APPROVED AS TO FORM:

By:____________________________
Assistant Ramsey County Attorney
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STAFF REPORT
TO:

President Keis and Officers of the Economic Development Authority

FROM:

Heidi Heller, City Clerk

DATE:

October 26, 2018

RE:

Appoint Chris Heineman to the Economic Development Authority

With the hire of Chris Heineman as the new City Administrator, the Economic Development
Authority (EDA) should appoint him as the Assistant Treasurer and Secretary to replace previous
City Administrator, Joel Hanson.
Staff recommends the Economic Development Authority appoint Christopher Heineman as the
Assistant Treasurer and Secretary of the Economic Development Authority.

STAFF REPORT
TO:

President Keis and Officers of the Economic Development Authority

FROM:

Heidi Heller, City Clerk

DATE:

October 26, 2018

RE:

EDA Corporate Resolution Relative to Sale of Cell Towers Leases

As you know, we have been negotiating the sale of the two cell tower leases on 53 South
Owasso Boulevard with Crown Castle. In finalizing this process, they asked for a corporate
resolution granting authority to negotiate the sale and authorizing the execution of sale
documents. The President and Secretary of the EDA would be the authorized parties to
execute documents on behalf of the EDA. The attached resolution had been adopted in March
2018 with Joel Hanson listed as the Assistant Treasurer and Secretary of the EDA, and
authorizing Mr. Hanson to negotiate and execute the sale documents. With the previous action,
the EDA appointed the new City Administrator, Christopher Heineman, as the Assistant
Treasurer and Secretary of the EDA. This resolution should be re-adopted to give Mr.
Heineman the authority to complete the sale of the cell tower leases.
Staff recommends the EDA adopt the attached resolution giving Christopher Heineman
authorization to negotiate and sign and execute all documents related to the sale of the two
cell tower leases located at 53 South Owasso Boulevard.

RESOLUTION AND AUTHORIZATION
We, the undersigned, hereby certify that Christopher Heineman is the Secretary and
Assistant Treasurer of the Little Canada Economic Development Authority, (hereafter called
"EDA"), as designated below; that the following is a true copy of the resolution duly adopted by the
Members of the EDA at a meeting held by the said Members, at which a quorum was present,
and that such resolution have not been rescinded or modified and are now in full force and
effect:
BE IT RESOLVED Board of Directors of the Little Canada Economic Development Authority
hereby authorized Christopher Heineman, on behalf of EDA to negotiate the sale of an
Easement and Assignment and Assumption of Lease Agreement on property owned by the EDA
to Crown Castle Towers 09 LLC (“Buyer”) on such other terms, conditions, and provisions as the
above named officer of the EDA may deem necessary, advisable. It is further understood that the
final documents shall require the approval of the majority of the Board of the EDA. Execution of
the approved sale documents upon approval by the EDA shall be by the President, John T. Keis
and the Secretary, Christopher Heineman. They are hereby authorized to sign, execute and
endorse such documents as may be necessary or required to evidence such sale of an Easement
and Assignment and Assumption of Lease Agreement property, including but not limited to any
and all agreements, deeds, affidavits and/or other instruments necessary or required by the Buyer
for its protection in its dealings with the EDA.
BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED that these resolutions are hereby ratified and approved, and will
remain in full force and effect, and Bank is entitled to rely upon such resolutions, until Bank receives
actual written notice of their revocation.
IN WITNESS WHEREOF, I have hereunto subscribed my name and affixed the seal of the EDA on
this 29th day of October, 2018.
Signed in the presence of:
By: John T. Keis, President

Attest: Christopher Heineman, Secretary

STATE OF MINNESOTA
COUNTY OF RAMSEY
The foregoing instrument was acknowledged before me on this 2 9 t h day of October, 2018, by
John T. Keis, President and Christopher Heineman, Secretary of the Little Canada Economic
Development Authority, on behalf of said entity. They personally appeared before me, are
personally known to me or produced Minnesota Driver’s License as identification.

NOTARY PUBLIC

[NOTARY SEAL]

