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MINUTES OF THE REGULAR MEETING
PARKS & RECREATION COMMISSION
LITTLE CANADA, MINNESOTA
JANUARY 6, 2022
Pursuant to due call and notice thereof a regular meeting of the City Council of Little Canada,
Minnesota was convened on the 6th day of January 2022 in the Council Chambers of the City
Center located at 515 Little Canada Road in said City.
Chair Dave Miller called the meeting to order at 6:30 p.m. and the following members of the
Parks & Recreation Commission were present at roll call:
PARKS & RECREATION COMMISSION: Hipp, Miller, Mui, Schletty, Chu, and
Abruzzese.
ABSENT: Horwath
ALSO PRESENT: Parks & Rec/Community Services Director Bryce Shearen and Recreation
Coordinator Sierra Hietala.
MINUTES
Commissioner Peter Schletty made a motion to approve the December 2, 2021, Parks &
Recreation Commission minutes as submitted. Commissioner AnnaAbruzzese seconded the
motion. The motion was unanimously approved.
PARKS AND RECREATION MISSION STATEMENT
Dave Miller read aloud the parks and recreation mission statement.
WELCOME NEW COMMISSIONER – MIKE MUI
Commissioner Mui introduced himself.
ELECTION OF VICE-CHAIR AND COMMISSION APPOINTMENTS
The Parks and Recreation Director congratulated Commissioner Schletty on his reappointment to
the Commission and Commissioner Mui for his appointment to the Commission. He stated that
Chair Miller was appointed again as Chair for 2022 and noted that the Commission would need
to appoint a Vice-Chair.
Abruzzese introduced the following motion:
APPOINT RON HORWATH AS VICE-CHAIR FOR 2022
The foregoing motion was duly seconded by Chu.
Ayes (6). Nays (0). Motion passed.
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The Parks and Recreation Director noted that the terms for Commissioners Chu and Horwath
would be expiring at the end of 2022.
OLD BUSINESS: PIONEER PARK UPDATE
The Parks and Recreation Director stated that the next phase will be to begin to design and bid
elements identified in the Master Plan, beginning with the play node. He highlighted the
different elements within the play node concept design including the water feature.
Commissioner Mui commented that darker colors get warmer in the summer months and
suggested that perhaps lighter colors are used.
The Parks and Recreation Director Community noted that they have found that all colors get hot
for poured in place rubber. He stated that they are looking at planting some trees that would cast
shade over the area.
Chair Miller asked for details on the construction process and phasing.
The Parks and Recreation Director commented that while work can be done in phases, it would
make more sense to shut this entire area of the park down for one year to complete the work at
one time for safety, efficiency, and cost savings. He stated that the goal would be to complete
the play node as one cohesive project.
Commissioner Schletty asked if there could be drinking fountains added, as that feature is
lacking in the area near the tennis courts and basketball courts.
The Parks and Recreation Director commented that was considered in the past, but the cost was
prohibitive because of the need for a water line. He noted that the water line would be run with
the water feature and therefore a water line for a drinking fountain could most likely be run as
well at this time.
Commissioner Chu asked for details on the anticipated timeline.
The Parks and Recreation Director commented that staff is attempting to have the plans ready to
go to submit for grant funds in March of 2022. He hoped that the City would be able to obtain
some grant funding for the project, along with the contribution of up to $400,000 from LCRA.
He stated that they would hope to bid on the project around this time in 2023 and would like to
have the project constructed in 2023 with the play node open in late summer/fall of 2023.
Commissioner Chu stated that there are still decisions to be made in terms of the playground
equipment.
The Parks and Recreation Director stated that many of the playground design elements were
outlined in the Master Plan. He noted he would ask multiple companies to submit a proposed
design using the Master Plan as a guide. He noted that it is anticipated to have a neighborhood
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meeting or survey to gain input from the community from those designs and the Commission
could then make a decision. He stated that the playground would be built with the construction
project and he would like it to include a community build portion.
Commissioner Hipp commented that she loves the blue water theme leading to the water feature.
Commissioner Mui asked if the City accepted donations from the community for funding.
The Parks and Recreation Director commented that they are always looking at alternative
funding methods. He stated that outside of nonprofits, he cannot recall a sizable donation from a
resident or other entity. He reviewed some of the private donations that have been received for
different purposes. He stated that originally this project was planned for 2022 but was delayed to
review additional funding opportunities.
Commissioner Chu asked if the mechanism is in place to allow residents to donate towards a
project. She stated that the community builds have been successful and perhaps they could think
about how to spread the word on how members of the community could engage and contribute.
Chair Miller agreed that he prefers to donate towards a project or specific purpose.
Commissioner Mui stated that he would guess most people are not aware of the plans to renovate
the park and perhaps would be willing to contribute towards the project.
Commissioner Chu stated that the community was engaged and interested at Canadian Days.
Chair Miller stated that perhaps social media could be used to reach people in different ways.
Commissioner Mui stated that he would be interested in developing a document with fundraising
ideas.
Chair Miller commented that could then be presented to the Commission and forwarded to the
City Council.
OLD BUSINESS: RONDEAU PARK UPDATE
The Parks and Recreation Director commented that staff continues to work on the design and
construction documents, anticipating that project would go out to bid in the next month or so.
He stated that the playground and shelter have been purchased. He noted that once the
construction timeline is known, they would determine when a community build could occur. He
stated that perhaps a subcommittee is formed to plan the community build.
Commissioner Chu asked how the adjacent residents will be made aware of the project and any
disruptions.
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The Parks and Recreation Director commented that there will likely be some disruption because
there will be the park project in addition to the street project. He stated that the residents will be
mailed a letter related to the street project and could include park improvements as well.
NEW BUSINESS: 2022 PARK ASSIGNMENTS
The Parks and Recreation Director commented that the intent is to assign each Commissioner a
park to visit and provide input. He stated that the assignments have been updated to provide
each member with a new park to visit.
The Parks and Recreation Director commented that in-person meetings have been able to work
and the Council would like to maintain in-person meetings. He stated that staff will review the
option for hybrid or virtual meetings to provide flexibility. He asked for input from the
Commission on their preference for meetings.
Commissioner Hipp commented that she believes virtual meetings would be more effective, as
mask-wearing makes it harder to hear voices.
Commissioner Chu commented that she would also like virtual meetings because of the concerns
with the pandemic. She stated that she would also support a hybrid option to allow people to
attend in person and those that are not comfortable attending virtually.
Chair Miller stated that he likes in-person meetings. He believed hybrid meetings could be a
challenge as he would want to ensure everyone can be heard and that those attending virtually
are equally recognized. He stated that he would support any option that allows for fair
participation.
Commissioner Schletty stated that he enjoyed returning to in-person meetings but also
understands that the pandemic has picked back up. He stated that a hybrid format would also be
great and allow participation for those that may not feel comfortable attending. He stated that
things are moving quickly, and he would be hesitant to decide at this time. He stated that if more
people are comfortable meeting remotely and that is allowed, he would support that.
Commissioner Abruzzese stated that she believes that the meetings should have returned to
remote some time ago because of the circumstances of the pandemic and the number of cases.
She commented that the remote meetings were efficient, and that format would place less risk on
the members of the Commission.
Commissioner Mui commented that he believes that it would be an all-or-nothing decision,
whether that is in person or remote, and would not choose hybrid.
Chair Miller commented that it would appear the Commission would like to request to return to
remote meetings until things settle down with the pandemic.
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The Parks and Recreation Director commented that he is unsure what the thresholds are and
would need to do additional research as the City is not currently under a state of emergency.
Commissioner Abruzzese stated that she would request that the City Council approve that ability
for remote meetings.
Commissioner Schletty stated that perhaps there is a threshold related to the number of cases that
trigger the ability to meet remotely.
The Parks and Recreation Director noted that he will continue the discussion with staff and the
City Council.
Commissioner Chu noted that there have been lengthy discussions at the School Board on this
topic as well as changing workforce needs requiring people to choose between their work
responsibilities and the ability to attend a meeting in person. She stated that virtual attendance
allows people to attend the meetings even when they have other obligations or a sick child at
home.
REPORTS FROM COMMISSIONERS
Chair Miller asked each of the Commissioners to introduce themselves as a new member has
joined the group. The Commission members introduced themselves, providing details on their
background and time on the Commission.
UPDATES
The Recreation Coordinator provided updates. She stated that the winter farmers market will
begin on January 10th and noted that she already has 15 vendors committed. She stated that the
Cookies with Santa event was a success and provided a recap, thanking all the event sponsors.
She stated that snowshoe rentals began today and noted that rental information can be found on
the City’s website. She highlighted upcoming youth and adult activities.
There being no further business, the meeting was adjourned at 7:40 p.m.
Respectfully submitted,
Amanda Staple
TimeSaver Off Site Secretarial, Inc.
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STAFF REPORT
TO:

Parks & Recreation Commission

FROM:

Bryce Shearen, CPRP, Parks & Recreation/Community Services Director

DATE:

March 3, 2022

RE:

Pioneer Park Update

ACTION REQUESTED
A motion to recommend that the City Council adopt an Applicants Resolution to be submitted
with the application for the MnDNR Outdoor Recreation Grant Application for Pioneer Park
Improvements.
BACKGROUND
The City is pursuing a grant through the Minnesota DNR’s Outdoor Recreation Grant program.
The Outdoor Recreation Grant Program provides matching grants to local units of government
for up to 50% of the cost of acquisition, development, and/or redevelopment of local parks and
recreation areas. The grant has a maximum award of $300,000 with the purpose of enhancing
outdoor recreation facilities in local and community parks throughout the state. As part of this
grant application, an “Applicants Resolution” must be submitted stating the eligibility of the City
to apply for the grant, ability to meet the matching funds required, and that the proposed project
will be constructed in accordance with the grant requirements.
The grant deadline is March 31, 2022, and staff will be requesting the City Council adopt an
Applicants Resolution at the March 9, 2022, City Council meeting that can be submitted with the
grant application.
Additionally, Staff is still working on refined cost estimates for the project through the final
design which will allow the City to have the opportunity to update 2023 budget numbers in the
summer with the finalization of the Capital Improvement Plan in fall 2022.
NEXT STEPS
 March 9 – Request City Council adopt Applicants Resolution
 March 10 – DNR Outdoor Recreation Grant early submittal date (submit for feedback)
 March 31 – 85% plan set completion and updated cost estimate; DNR Outdoor
Recreation Grant final submittal
 Summer 2022 – Grant award notifications
 Fall 2022 – 100% plan set completion and project bidding
 2023 – Anticipated construction

STAFF RECOMMENDATION
Staff recommends the Parks and Recreation Commission make a motion to recommend that the
City Council adopt an Applicants Resolution to be submitted with the application for the
MnDNR Outdoor Recreation Grant Application for Pioneer Park Improvements.
ATTACHMENTS
 Pioneer Park Play Node Design
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STAFF REPORT
TO:

Parks & Recreation Commission

FROM:

Bryce Shearen, CPRP, Parks & Recreation/Community Services Director

DATE:

March 3, 2022

RE:

Thunder Bay/Westwinds Park Pollinator Update

ACTION REQUESTED
None. Informational update.
BACKGROUND
Staff continues to work on the pollinator enhancements efforts along the Thunder
Bay/Westwinds Park trail corridor. Staff works closely with the U.S. Fish & Wildlife on a
planting and maintenance plan for the area to help create a successful pollinator and native
species habit. Recently, staff and the U.S. Fish & Wildlife did winter seeding in a .5 acre area
that was prepped last year with grading and weed removal. The area will be monitored closely in
the upcoming growing season to make sure it will yield the desired results. It takes
approximately three years of monitoring before the areas thrive and are self-sufficient.
Additionally, staff applied for a request to partner with Great River Greening (GRG) in
restoration efforts. GRG is a non-profit that leads community-based restoration of prairies,
forests, and waters throughout Minnesota. GRG was recently awarded a grant from the
Minnesota Environment and Natural Resources Trust Fund as recommended by the LegislativeCitizen Commission on Minnesota Resources (LCMMR). Within that grant GRG received was a
portion allocated to Little Canada for pollinator improvements including - site preparation
necessary for planting, seeding and planting native species, enhancement of existing lowutilization turf areas with pollinator species (bee lawn), and establishing a maintenance plan for
invasive species management along the Thunder Bay/Westwinds Linear Trail. To achieve these
objectives GRG is committing to contribute $51,200 towards the partnership and the City will
contribute a cost not to exceed $15,000 towards the project.
With the recent City Council approval of the agreement with GRG, Staff is working with GRG
for a volunteer pollinator planting event this May and will update the Commission once a date
and time have been finalized.
Staff looks forward to continuing to enhance the Thunder Bay/Westwinds trail corridor with
native species and enhancing the natural elements of the area.
ATTACHMENTS:
 Star Tribune article – 2.17.22

EAST METRO

Maplewood City Hall landscaping going
wild, with the help of goats

Maplewood seeks to protect imperiled native pollinators such as the
monarch butterﬂy and the endangered rusty patched bumblebee.
By Shannon Prather (https://www.startribune.com/shannon-prather/6370507/) Star Tribune
FEBRUARY 17, 2022 — 2:47PM

Crews, with the help of a herd of voracious goats, will dig up 9 acres of grass and
invasive buckthorn around Maplewood City Hall with plans to transform the campus
into something a bit more wild and beautiful.

Goats will be used to eat buckthorn as
Maplewood seeks to transform the land
around its City Hall campus with more native

They're partnering with the St. Paul-based nonprofit Great River Greening
(https://www.greatrivergreening.org/) to add more native grassland habitat on cityowned land.
"It's going to be pretty visible being at the City Hall campus, but that's a good thing," said
Becca Tucker, Twin Cities program manager at Great River Greening. "It's showing
community members that even little efforts of native restoration can have a big impact.
You don't need 100 acres outstate. You can do this work right in the middle of your
community."
Other goals include increasing storm water infiltration and addressing climate change,
which 16 Minnesota cities including Maplewood have labeled a crisis
(https://www.startribune.com/we-have-a-lot-to-lose-16-minnesota-cities-declareclimate-emergency-urge-legislative-action/600137514/) .
The Maplewood City Council approved the partnership this week, praising the change.
Maplewood was an early leader in the installation of rain gardens more than two
decades ago to improve water quality, said Carole Gernes, the city's natural resources
coordinator.
This is poised to be an even more conspicuous display of the suburb's values. The city
will contribute $7,500 with the nonprofit spending $37,500 from the Environment and
Natural Resources Trust Fund as well as National Fish and Wildlife Foundation on the
restoration.
Great River Greening is working with nearly three dozen communities across the state
this year. They are removing invasive species and unused turf grass at parks, next to
municipal storm ponds, along parking lots and under power lines and replacing them
with native habitat. It has helped restore 22,000 acres at nearly 400 sites across
Minnesota since its inception in 1995.
The nonprofit is part of a national movement rethinking what Americans do with lawns
and urban open space. According to a 2017 Scientific American report
(https://blogs.scientificamerican.com/anthropology-in-practice/the-american-obsessionwith-lawns/) : "Lawns are the most grown crop in the U.S." Yet they feed no one.
Tucker said the interest in these kinds of transformations on public land and in people's
own yards continues to grow.
Great River Greening raises money, solicits grants, provides technical and ecological
expertise and guides communities through the process. That assistance is critical for
smaller suburbs.
"We do apply for some grants on our own but we are smaller. There are budget
constraints," Gernes said. "To have an outside partner who takes the lead is really
important."
Gernes said they worked with Great River Greening a few years ago to restore the
blufftop at Fish Creek Natural Area.

Maplewood seeks to protect imperiled native
pollinators such as the monarch butterfly and
the endangered rusty patched bumblebee with

"They put in native plants. It was amazing. The very first year, they had plants
blooming," Gernes said. "There was a dramatic increase in the number of native
pollinators."
Crews will start work at City Hall this spring. The plan is to bring in goats to eat as
much of the buckthorn as possible.
"It's a showy and charismatic species to have conversations around: 'What are these
goats doing and why are they doing it?' " Tucker said.
The goats can also help with planting too, driving the seeds into the ground with their
hooves. The nonprofit and city will work together to determine exactly what will be
planted with an eye toward what the city can maintain long term. Plants used in other
restorations include milkweed, butterfly weed, asters, bluestems and other native
grasses.
To the west, Great River Greening is helping Little Canada add native grasses and
flowers along the Thunder Bay/Westwinds Trail, which meanders underneath some
power lines. Xcel Energy removed dozens of tall trees along the trail including invasive
buckthorn a few years ago to reduce the risk of wildfire.
Residents were heartbroken to see the trees removed, but city leaders and residents
now see an opportunity, said Bryce Shearen, Little Canada Parks & Recreation
director.
They are working with the nonprofit to restore 6 acres to pollinator-friendly habitat.
Shearen and a crew, with the help of U.S. Fish & Wildlife, did some winter planting
along the trail this week dropping seeds on the snow that should take root when the
weather warms.
Shearen said suburban residents are more and more interested in how they can better
use corners of parks and even their own backyards.
"People are more open to this kind of change. We can offer those nice turf areas for
people to use at sporting complexes," Shearen said. "But when they get out to our trails
system, they want to bring back those natural elements."
Shannon Prather covers Ramsey County for the Star Tribune. Previously, she covered philanthropy
and nonprofits. Prather has two decades of experience reporting for newspapers in Minnesota,
California, Idaho, Wisconsin and North Dakota. She has covered a variety of topics including the legal
system, law enforcement, education, municipal government and slice-of-life community news.
Shannon.Prather@startribune.com

612-673-4804

ShannonMPrather

STAFF REPORT
TO:

Parks and Recreation Commission

FROM:

Corrin Wendell, Community Development Director
Bryce Shearen, CPRP, Parks & Recreation Director

DATE:

March 3, 2022

RE:

Park Dedication Fee – 3055 Spruce Street

ACTION TO BE CONSIDERED
To consider the recommendation to the City Council for the acceptance of a Park Dedication Fee
for the parcel located at 3055 Spruce Street PID 062922210040 in the amount of $26,657.68,
which is 7% of the fair market value of the land (FMV).
BACKGROUND
The City has received a building permit application from Dan Oren from Dart Transit Company
to construct a new warehouse facility on the vacant parcel located at 3055 Spruce Street, Little
Canada, MN 55117. As part of the City Code Chapter 2101, the city requires a park dedication
fee for all residential, commercial, or industrial land that is to be developed.
In all subdivisions, as defined by Minnesota Statutes 1980, Section 462.352, for residential,
commercial, industrial or other uses or as a planned unit development which includes residential,
commercial and industrial uses, or any combination thereof, where the City Council deems it
appropriate, a reasonable portion of each proposed development shall be dedicated to the public
for public use as parks, playgrounds, public open space or stormwater holding pond areas, or, at
the option of the City, the person or firm proposing the development shall donate to the City an
amount in cash in lieu of land.
Park dedication can be received either in dedication of land or cash in lieu of land. In each
development of new land, it is determined by the City which one will be received. If there is land
dedication available on the site that aligns with the City’s Park Master Plan and 2040
Comprehensive Plan, then that is preferred, or if there is not land that would align with the City’s
goals and policies for parks and open space, then cash in lieu of land is preferred. Each
development proposed to the City gives the opportunity to look at both options and choose the
one that is best suited for the City’s goals and vision for Parks and Open Space. The image
below is from the Park System Master Plan which shows that the parcel for the new construction
is within access to parks and open spaces.
Per Little Canada City Code, cash donations received pursuant to the provisions of this Chapter
shall be held in a special fund and used only for the purposes of land acquisition, land
development and capital outlay for parks, playgrounds, public open space, storm water holding

pond areas and debt retirement in connection with land previously acquired for such public
purposes.
Park Charge – Residential Low to Medium Density
Park Charge - Residential High Density
Park Charge – Commercial

$3,650 per unit – 1 unit through 8 units
$2,050.00 per unit – 9 units or more
10% Land or 7% FMV

1007.030. The Parks and Recreation Commission shall recommend to the City Council the location of the
land and the amount of land to be conveyed or dedicated within a proposed subdivision.
1007.040. When a cash contribution is made in lieu of a dedication of land, the Parks and Recreation
Commission shall recommend to the City Council the amount of cash that should be so contributed, which
recommendation shall be based upon Little Canada Ordinance No. 161 as may be amended.

Source: Park System Master Plan, 2018

RECOMMENDED ACTION
To consider acceptance of a Park Dedication Fee for the parcel located at 3055 Spruce Street PID
062922210040 in the amount of $26,657.68, which is 7% of the fair market value of the land
(FMV).

STAFF REPORT
TO:

Parks & Recreation Commission

FROM:

Bryce Shearen, CPRP, Parks & Recreation/Community Services Director

DATE:

March 3, 2022

RE:

Rondeau Park Community Build Subcommittee

ACTION REQUESTED
None. Volunteer for the community build subcommittee if interested.
BACKGROUND
In 2019, the City had a well attended and extremely successful community build of the Spooner
Park playground. One of the reasons for the success was the planning that went into the
community build which started months prior. To assist and support staff in the planning,
organization, marketing, and implementation strategy, a small subcommittee was formed with
staff and Parks & Recreation Commissioners. With a new playground at Rondeau Park
scheduled for this summer, there has been overwhelming support to do another community build
and the project was quoted with that option. It is estimated that we will need 50-75 people from
the community to make this a successful event.
The estimated time expectation of the community build subcommittee would be one or two onehour meetings a month over the next four months (4-6 meetings total). That will allow sufficient
time to create and implement a plan. Staff can provide assistance, but the subcommittee of
Commissioner can meet independent of staff support and report back. Meetings can be
conducted virtually or in-person and space would be available at the City Center but meeting
outside of the City Center would be acceptable as well. Meeting times and places would be at
the discretion of the subcommittee.
Staff is looking for two or three volunteers from the Commission for a subcommittee that would
like to help with creating another successful community build event.
STAFF RECOMMENDATION
Staff recommends two or three Commissioners to volunteer to form a subcommittee to assist
staff with the Rondeau Park community build event if interested.

STAFF REPORT
TO:

Parks & Recreation Commission

FROM:

Bryce Shearen, CPRP, Parks & Recreation/Community Services Director

DATE:

March 3, 2022

RE:

LCRA Subsidy/Behles Scholarship

ACTION REQUESTED
None. Informational update.
BACKGROUND
Each year the Little Canada Recreation Association (LCRA) commits to subsidizing twenty-five
percent of youth programming registration fees. The subsidy has typically gone towards youth
sports, but with adding non-sporting activities recently, the LCRA has also committed to
subsidizing twenty-five percent of those programs as well stating that they support both sports
and non-sport activities for the youth in the community.
In 2021, the LCRA provided $3,046 in subsidies for youth programming which benefited 157
youth participants. This fantastic program continues to allow the Parks & Recreation Department
youth programming to be offered at a lower cost than surrounding communities and a great
benefit to our local youth. Thank you LCRA for your continued support of youth activities.
In addition to the LCRA subsidy, the City also has the Behles Scholarship that can be used for
Little Canada residents that may not be able to afford to participate in programs. Of the $5,000
that was donated, there is currently approximately $4,300 available. Staff is currently working
on ways to advertise the scholarship opportunity and to make sure any youth has the opportunity
to participate in a program or activity offered by the Parks & Recreation Department. As staff
actively markets the scholarship opportunity, feel free to share social media posts or help spread
the information within your networks.

STAFF REPORT
TO:

Parks & Recreation Commission

FROM:

Sierra Hietala, Recreation Coordinator

DATE:

January 28, 2022

RE:

Recreation Updates

ACTION REQUESTED
Informational Update. No action requested.
BACKGROUND
Spring/Summer Activity Registration: Registration for Spring/Summer Activities opened on
February 1. So far one of two Adult Pickleball groups have filled, and both Defensive Driver’s
courses. Due to the popularity of Defensive Drivers staff has added two summer classes as well
which will be on July 11 and 12.
Sunset & Snowshoes: The City has created another snowshoe event, Sunset and Snowshoes! This
free, self-guided event takes place on March 4 from 5:30-6:30 PM at Spooner Park. Participants
can enjoy a beautiful sunset, s’mores, and hot chocolate before or after their hike.
5K Sap Run: City Staff is working hard on registration for the 2022 5K Sap Run, which will take
place May 7 at Lake Gervais. Updates will be posted on the 5K Sap Run Facebook Event page
and the City’s website. The volunteer signup sheet can be found below, just scan the QR code!
Please make a note of the times if you plan on signing up for two slots since some timeslots
overlap.
2021 Shelter Rentals: The City had numerous shelter rentals last year in 2021 in both Spooner
and Pioneer Park, as well as the Old Fire Hall. These facilities were rented out 105 times from
January 1 to December 31. There are currently 71 shelter rentals scheduled for the 2022 season.
With the completion of the Spooner Park Lower Shelter, Staff is excited to hopefully see an
increase in rentals compared to 2021!

STAFF REPORT

Sign up to be a 5K Sap Run Volunteer here:

