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AGENDA
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1. Call To Order
2. Roll Call
3. Approval Of The Minutes
A. Parks & Recreation Commission Minutes - July 7, 2022
Documents:
07-07-2022 PARKS_REC MINUTES.PDF
4. Parks & Recreation Mission Statement
5. Old Business
A. Rondeau Park Update
Documents:
RONDEAU PARK UPDATE - 8.4.22.PDF
B. Gervais Mill Entrance Update
Documents:
GERVAIS MILL UPDATE - 8.1.22.PDF
AWARD BID FOR GERVAIS MILL PARK IMPROVEMENTS.PDF
GMP IMAGE2.PDF
6. New Business
A. Recreation Coordinator Update
Documents:
STAFF REPORT 8.4.22.PDF
SNAP.PDF
7. Reports From Commissioners
8. Updates

STAFF REPORT 8.4.22.PDF
SNAP.PDF
7. Reports From Commissioners
8. Updates
9. Adjourn
This agenda is subject to change by additions and deletions.

MINUTES OF THE REGULAR MEETING
PARKS & RECREATION COMMISSION
LITTLE CANADA, MINNESOTA
JULY 7, 2022
Pursuant to due call and notice thereof a regular meeting of the City Council of Little Canada,
Minnesota was convened on the 7th day of July, 2022 in the Council Chambers of the City Center
located at 515 Little Canada Road in said City.
Chair Miller called the meeting to order at 6:30 p.m. and the following members of the Parks &
Recreation Commission were present at roll call:
PARKS & RECREATION COMMISSION: Horwath, Miller, Mui, Schletty, Chu, and
Abruzzese.
ABSENT: Hipp
ALSO PRESENT: Parks & Rec/Community Services Director Bryce Shearen, and Recreation
Coordinator Sierra Hietala

MINUTES
Commissioner Schletty made a motion to approve the May 5, 2022, Parks & Recreation
Commission minutes as submitted. Commissioner Chu seconded the motion. The motion was
unanimously approved.

PARKS AND RECREATION MISSION STATEMENT
Chair Miller read the parks and recreation mission statement.

OLD BUSINESS: RONDEAU PARK UPDATE
The Parks & Rec Director stated that a majority of the site work has been completed but noted
they are still waiting on the picnic shelter as there have been extreme delays on that type of
material. He noted that benches, bike racks, and drinking fountains will still be installed. He
stated that the basketball hoop has been installed and the court will be resurfaced. He stated that
the community build for the playground will occur next week and once that is completed, the
poured-in-place rubber surfacing will be completed. He stated that they are still on schedule at
this time for a park opening in mid-August, but that will be dependent on the poured-in-place
rubber surface installation.
The Recreation Coordinator stated that the subcommittee met on June 23rd and provided an
update on the meeting discussions. She stated that they have not had many volunteers sign up
noting that 30 slots are still open for both the morning and afternoon timeslots.
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Commissioner Schletty commented that the subcommittee members have been canvassing the
neighborhood to try to gain volunteers for the project. He stated that there has been some
interest and hoped that some of those people would show up on the day of the build.
Chair Miller stated that he did receive an email and received confirmation that the email was sent
to those members that participated in the last community build. He encouraged staff to send
another email blast.
The Recreation Coordinator encouraged residents to sign up to volunteer.
Commissioner Abruzzese stated that she has not signed up as she will have her children but is
planning to attend the event and assist for as long as she can.
Commissioner Mui commented that when he was out in the neighborhood many neighbors said
they were unsure how to sign up.
The Recreation Coordinator noted that the flyer does include multiple methods to reach out to
staff and/or sign up. She stated that she did receive several calls from residents.
The Parks & Rec Director commented that the volunteer numbers are low at this time but
recognized that it is being done on a Friday. He stated that the benefit of doing this on a Friday
is that staff can be utilized as well noting that the City Administrator has authorized staff to
participate in the community build.
Commissioner Chu commented that she does believe there is a conflict with the Friday option
because people do have to work. She also commented on the possible technology gap, as not
everyone is technologically savvy.

OLD BUSINESS: PIONEER PARK UPDATE
The Parks & Rec Director provided background information on the proposed project and grant
application that the City submitted in March. He noted that the grant has a maximum award of
$300,000 and the City was recently notified that it will be awarded $300,000. He reviewed the
proposed project timeline noting that if everything moves accordingly, the project is proposed for
construction in 2023.
Chair Miller noted that this is a great example of planning for what they want and not being
confined to the City budget, as they have yet again been able to secure outside funding.
The Parks & Rec Director noted that with this recent grant award, it brings the total for this
project to approximately $700,000 that will be received from outside entities.

NEW BUSINESS: RECREATION COORDINATOR UPDATE
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The Recreation Coordinator highlighted upcoming events and park programming opportunities.
She confirmed that there are scholarship opportunities available for programming activities for
those members of the community that need assistance.
Commissioner Mui stated that he had multiple residents approach him stating that they were
confused about where activities were occurring that were mentioned on the back of the
newsletter.

NEW BUSINESS: DUGOUT COVERS AT PIONEER PARK
The Parks & Rec Director stated that there are a lot of infected ash trees at Pioneer Park that are
scheduled for removal, which will change the character of the park as it will remove a lot of
shade. He stated that staff previously reached out to LCRA to determine if they would be
interested in contributing to a project to cover the dugouts to provide some sort of shade for ball
players. He reported that LCRA recently met and approved an expenditure for dugout covers at
Pioneer Park. He stated that staff would recommend that the City accept the donation from
LCRA for this purpose.
Chair Miller stated that the Master Plan was developed to plan for the future of the park and
allow things to move quickly when the opportunity presents itself.
Commissioner Horwath commented that this will be a great addition to the park.
Horwath introduced the following motion:
RECOMMENDING THAT THE CITY COUNCIL ACCEPT THE DONATION
FROM LCRA AND INSTALL THE DUGOUT COVERS AT PIONEER PARK
The foregoing motion was duly seconded by Mui.
Ayes (6). Nays (0). Motion passed.
Commissioner Chu asked when the dugout covers would be installed.
The Parks & Rec Director replied that the intent would be to complete the installation as soon as
possible.

REPORTS FROM COMMISSIONERS
Chair Miller thanked the members of the subcommittee for their work.
The Parks & Rec Director agreed that the subcommittee assisted in taking that burden off staff.
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The Parks & Rec Director reported that Night to Unite will take place on August 2nd and asked
that neighborhood parties be registered by July 15th if they would like the fire department, police,
and/or elected officials to stop by the party. He also noted that Canadian Days will be held at the
end of July, which will be a busy weekend.
Commissioner Horwath asked how the Commission will participate in the event.
The Parks & Rec Director replied that in the past the Commission has hosted a booth as it was
soliciting feedback but noted that at this time there is not a booth planned. He stated that if the
Commission feels there is a need, he could determine if there could be a booth space available.
Commissioner Abruzzese commented that if there is a City booth at Canadian Days, perhaps
there could be information available about the parks projects that are going forward and the grant
funds that have been received.
Chair Miller commented that perhaps at the next meeting the group could discuss what is next as
the Rondeau and Pioneer Park projects are moving forward.
The Parks & Rec Director commented that the bike racks have been received and they are
awaiting installation in the parks.
There being no further business, the meeting was adjourned at 7:15 p.m.

Respectfully submitted,
Amanda Staple
TimeSaver Off Site Secretarial, Inc.
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STAFF REPORT
TO:

Parks & Recreation Commission

FROM:

Bryce Shearen, CPRP, Parks & Recreation/Community Services Director

DATE:

August 4, 2022

RE:

Rondeau Park Updates

ACTION TO BE CONSIDERED:
None. Informational update to the Parks & Recreation Commission.
BACKGROUND:
The Rondeau Park Community Build was a great success. A huge thank you to all that
participated in various ways.
The new poured-in-place play surfacing contractor started work the week following the
community build. The contractor brought in rock for the sub-base and graded it to the
appropriate depth then began with rubber surfacing installation. The rubber surfacing was just
completed and it will need to cure for a few days before the final pieces of the playground are
installed.
After the final pieces have been installed on the playground, staff intends to remove the snow
fencing and allow park users to play on the new equipment. Staff will continue to work on
installing site new site amenities (bike racks, benches, etc.) and the new picnic shelter is
scheduled for installation at the end of August.
STAFF RECOMMENDATION:
Staff would like to hear from the Commissioners that attended the Community Build and provide
any feedback they may have on the event.

STAFF REPORT
TO:

Parks & Recreation Commission

FROM:

Bryce Shearen, CPRP, Parks & Recreation/Community Services Director

DATE:

August 4, 2022

RE:

Gervais Mill Entrance Enhancement Updates

ACTION TO BE CONSIDERED:
None. Informational update to the Parks & Recreation Commission
BACKGROUND:
At the July 27, 2022, City Council meeting, the City Council made a motion to award the bid to
Albrecht Company in the amount of $139,705.00 for the Gervais Mill Improvements.
Staff is already working on completing the contracts and is anticipating the majority of the work
to be completed by the end of October 2022.
ATTACHMENTS:
 Gervais Mill Park Improvement Image
 July 27, 2022 – Staff Report to City Council

STAFF REPORT
TO:

Mayor Keis and Members of the City Council

FROM:

Bryce Shearen, Parks & Recreation/Community Services Director
Eric Seaburg, P.E., City Engineer

DATE:

July 27, 2022

RE:

2022 Gervais Mill Park Improvements

ACTIONS TO BE CONSIDERED:
Motion to award the 2022 Gervais Mill Park Improvements to Albrecht Company in the amount
of $139,705.00.
BACKGROUND:
On July 15, 2022 bids were opened for the 2022 Gervais Mill Park Improvements Project. The
project includes an ADA-accessible sidewalk extension along Noel Drive providing a connection
to the existing trail and completing the internal trail to provide a looped trail system within
Gervais Mill Park. In summary, the project includes the following elements:
•
•
•
•
•
•

ADA-accessible concrete sidewalk
A creek overlook with limestone seat blocks and decorative railing
Trees and planting beds near the existing trail connections
Limestone seat blocks and a larger ‘sidewalk node’ near the eastern trail connection
Interpretive signage
Bike racks

Previously, a version of this project was bid in 2020. At the time, the low bid of $107,985 was
outside of the City’s budgeted funding. City staff began seeking grant funds to supplement
budgeted funds. The City was awarded MnDNR grant funds in the amount of $97,000 through
the MnDNR’s 2021 Local Trails Connections Program. The grant submittal identified a total
project cost of $132,000 with a minimum City-match amount of $35,000. Per the grant contract
agreement, the project must be completed before June 30, 2023, to receive the grant funds.
Due to an increasingly expensive bidding environment, ongoing supply chain issues, and the
relatively small scope of the project, bids again came in higher than anticipated. However, staff
feels that the quote from Albrecht Company for $139,705 is competitive for the scoped
improvements and would allow this project to be completed in 2022 before the grant expiration
date. Only one other contractor out of a pool of 10 opted to provide a bid.
The following is a summary of the bids received:

BIDDERS

TOTAL BID

1

Albrecht Company

$139,705.00

2

Veit & Company

$224,170.00

3

Sunram Construction, Inc.

No Bid

4

TA Schifsky & Sons

No Bid

5

Blackstone Contractors

No Bid

6

Forest Lake Contracting

No Bid

7

JL Theis

No Bid

8

Peterson Construction

No Bid

9

Northdale Construction

No Bid

10 McNamara Contracting

No Bid

The remaining project budget is shown below:
Item

Total Bid

Funding Source

$139,705.00

Grant/Fund 400

Construction Admin & Staking (Bolton & Menk)

$7,500

Fund 400

Construction Materials Testing (Braun)

$3,000

Fund 400

Construction Contract (Albrecht Company)

Total (DNR Grant - $97,000 | Fund 400 – $53,205 )

$150,205

SOURCE OF FUNDS:
The Gervais Mill Park Improvements will be funded through the MnDNR Local Trail
Connections Grant and the City’s General Capital Improvement Fund (400). Staff recommends
utilizing MnDNR Grant Funds in the amount of $97,000 and General Capital Improvement
Funds of $53,205.00.
STAFF RECOMMENDATIONS:
Staff recommends that the City Council award the project to Albrecht Company in the amount of
$139,705.00.

STAFF REPORT
TO:

Parks & Recreation Commission

FROM:

Sierra Hietala, Recreation Coordinator

DATE:

August 4, 2022

RE:

Recreation Updates

ACTION REQUESTED
Informational Update. No action is requested.
BACKGROUND
Recreation Events Reflection:
- Ice Cream Social: This year’s Ice Cream Social was July 28 from 6-8 PM at the Spooner
Park Amphitheater. We had a magician, a musician, various yard games, an LCFD Fire
Truck, a balloon artist, an airbrush tattoo artist, a dunk tank, and more during the entirety
of the event. Thank you to the LCRA, LCFD, and Culver’s for sponsoring the Ice Cream
Social. Another thank you to all of the staff and volunteers who took the time to help
make this event a success! There was an estimated 700+ people in attendance.
- Movies in the Park: The City hosted the first Movies in the Park of the season featuring
Sing 2, on July 28 at approximately 9:15 PM (dusk) following the Ice Cream Social. This
free family-friendly movie was held in the ballfields behind Little Canada Elementary
School. Low-cost concessions were available to purchase before and during the movie.
There was an estimated 200+ people in attendance.
Upcoming Events and Activities:
- Movies in the Park: The City is hosting another Movies in the Park! Join us for The
Proposal on August 18 at approximately 8:45 PM (dusk) at the Spooner Park
Amphitheater. This light-hearted PG-13 comedy will be the perfect opportunity for a
night out. There will be a taco truck, and chocolate truck in attendance, and the LC
Concession Stand for all your snack needs!
- Farmers Market: The Little Canada Farmers Market takes place Mondays, June 6October 3, from 2-6 PM at 2920 Rice Street. Staff continues to hear many positive things
about the Market and the variety of vendors.
We accepted a new vendor to the Market- Cozy Crow, and we are expecting to have
Collova Farms in mid to late August. Cozy Crow sells baked goods like bread and
cookies, and also has jams and jellies. Collova Farms has a bountiful supply of produce.
As a reminder, the Farmers Market is accepting SNAP/EBT and WIC and is
implementing the Power of Produce, which is a youth-focused program for ages 4-12.
Each youth participant who signs up will receive a $2 token each time they visit the
market that can be used to purchase fresh fruits or vegetables from our vendors. Our goal
with the Power of Produce is to encourage family participation at the market and inspire
youth to make healthy food choices. Thank you to the LCRA who is sponsoring the

STAFF REPORT
Power of Produce this year. The new payment options have been well received by Market
customers.
Upcoming Adult Activities
- Master Gardener Class: These virtual classes are typically held on the first Tuesday of
the month. Upcoming class topics are:
o August 2 – Food Saving
o September 13- Fall into Winter
o October 4- Home Composting
- NEW – Adult Trip: Partnering with the surrounding cities Parks & Recreation
Department we are excited to offer our residents the opportunity for adult trips
throughout the year.
o September 22- Washington Heritage Center & Wardens House
o October 13- Old Log Theater, Once Upon a Mattress
o November 16- Bell Museum and Planetarium
o December 9- European Christmas Market
Upcoming Youth Activities
- Fall Activities: Registration for most youth activities opened July 1. Those activities
include volleyball, gymnastics, soccer clinic, afterschool basketball, and basketball clinic.
After many positive comments, staff is working to bring the I Can Engineer program
back this October.
ATTACHMENTS:
 SNAP Flyer

Get more fresh food
for less

Triple your SNAP/EBT at your participating farmers market
with Market Bucks

How it works:

1
2
3

Visit: Go to the Information Booth at the farmers market to get
started.

Swipe: Swipe your EBT card for the amount you want to spend.

We’ll match your purchase dollar-for-dollar (up to $10). You can get up
to $10 in Market Bucks and $10 in Produce Market Bucks each visit.

Shop: Spend your Market Bucks with eligible vendors at the
farmers market.

Learn more and find a participating market near you at
hungersolutions.org/farmersmarkets
or call the Minnesota Food HelpLine 888-711-1151.

What you can buy with SNAP at the farmers market:

Fruits and Vegetables*

Meat, Fish, Eggs,
and Dairy

Honey and
Maple Products

Jams, Jellies, Pickles,
and Sauces

Baked Goods

Seeds and Plants
that Produce Food

* Eligible for Produce Market Bucks.

What is SNAP?

SNAP stands for the Supplemental Nutrition Incentive Program, formerly known
as food stamps. SNAP helps eligible households purchase food at grocery
stores, convenience stores, and farmers markets.

Can I get SNAP?

SNAP eligiblity is based on household size and income. You can check to see if
you are likely eligible for SNAP online at: hungersolutions.org/snap-screener or
by calling the Minnesota Food HelpLine at 888-711-1151.

How to I apply for SNAP?

You can apply for SNAP online at MNBenefits.org or you can get a paper
application mailed to you by calling the Minnesota Food HelpLine 888-711-1151.

Call or text the Minnesota Food HelpLine at

888-711-1151

for questions about SNAP and Market Bucks.

