MINUTES
PLANNING COMMISSION
JUNE 9, 2022

MINUTES OF THE REGULAR MEETING
PLANNING COMMISSION
LITTLE CANADA, MINNESOTA

JUNE 9, 2022

Pursuant to due call and notice thereof a regular meeting of the City Council of Little Canada, Minnesota was convened on the 9th day of June, 2022 in the Council Chambers of the City Center located at 515 Little Canada Road in said City.

Chair Chris Kwapick called the meeting to order at 5:50 p.m. and the following members of the Planning Commission were present at roll call:

PLANNING COMMISSION:  Quarles, Kulousek, Kwapick, Mitchell (arrived at 6:10 p.m., Buesing (arrived at 6:20 p.m.), Absent: Thorson and Johnson
							
ALSO PRESENT:  Community Development Director/ Planner Corrin Wendell		
							

ADOPT AGENDA
The agenda was approved as presented.


MINUTES
[bookmark: _Hlk39504271]Commissioner Kulousek made a motion to approve the May 5, 2022 Planning Commission minutes as submitted.  Commissioner Quarles seconded the motion. The motion was unanimously approved.


OPEN TO THE PUBLIC
No comments.


PUBLIC HEARING


COMMISSIONER BUSINESS: VARIANCE AND LOT COMBINATION – 3520 SPRUCE STREET LAPHAM HICKEY – CASE #1413
The Community Development Director presented a request for a variance and lot combination at 3520 Spruce Street and 0 Spruce Street.  She stated that the variance would allow a reduction for the rear yard setback from 20 feet to six feet to accommodate a new building addition.  She stated that this request would also combine two parcels into one.  She noted that the addition would accommodate a business expansion for Lapham-Hickey Steel and provided details on the proposed expansion and layout that would be required to support the design and operations.  She reviewed the variance criteria and related findings.  She stated that all the filing requirements have been submitted for the requested lot combination as well and would then be recorded with Ramsey County, if approved.  She stated that the City Council will hold a public hearing at its June 30th meeting.  

Commissioner Buesing commented that the business already owns the two parcels and asked if the business received a variance to build over the line already.

The Community Development Director replied that in 2016 the business did obtain a variance to construct a smaller addition over the property line but that was never built.  She stated that because that project did not ultimately move forward, the approvals expired.

Chair Kwapick asked if there has been feedback from other tenants that abut this property.

The Community Development Director replied that they have not received any comments from abutting businesses or those that were mailed notice.

Commissioner Quarles referenced the new stormwater strategy and asked if that was acceptable to the City Engineer.

The Community Development Director replied that the City Engineer did review the drawing set and found those plans to be acceptable.  She stated that the Development Review Committee has also reviewed the requests and the applicant answered all questions that were raised during that process.

Ryan Nichols, architect representing the applicant, commented that the offices will provide a much-needed space for staff as the current offices are within the industrial area where air quality is not as high.  He noted air quality improvements that will be added, along with other elements that will enhance the employee experience and provide additional workspace.  

Commissioner Mitchell commented that traffic will increase if employees increase and ask how that would be accommodated.

Mr. Nichols replied that the existing parking will remain, and additional stalls will be added.  He stated that while a few employees would be added, it would not be significant enough to impact traffic.  He confirmed that all parking would remain onsite.  


[bookmark: _Hlk38903413]	Kulousek introduced the following motion:

RECOMMENDING THE APPROVAL OF A VARIANCE AND MINOR SUBDIVISION APPLICATION TO ALLOW A REDUCTION FOR A REAR YARD SETBACK FROM 20’-0” TO 6’-0” TO ACCOMMODATE A NEW BUILDING ADDITION AND COMBINE PARCELS, PID 313022340002 AND PID 313022310013

		The foregoing motion was duly seconded by Buesing.
	Ayes (5).  Nays (0).  Motion passed.


REPORTS FROM STAFF 
No comments.


REPORTS FROM COMMISSIONERS
No comments.


[bookmark: _GoBack]There being no further business, the meeting was adjourned at 6:48 p.m.

Respectfully submitted,

Amanda Staple
TimeSaver Off Site Secretarial, Inc. 
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